Friends Who Play Together, Stay Together

How To Keep Your Wexner Group Together After Graduation

Prepared By: Jan Reicher, WH San Francisco, Alumna.

You can never start too soon to keep your class together.  For us, we started while we were still studying together.  We have sampled different Shabbat services together, had dinner parties with our partners, and celebrated Shabbat with our families.  

On our last bus ride in 2005, at our last institute in Israel, we made a commitment to stay together.  Right there on the bus we scheduled two Saturday night dinner parties, one in the fall and the other in the spring.  Two classmates volunteered to host and we were set.  We continue to have these dinner parties on Saturday nights three times a year.  The host does the cooking and catering, but pot luck is another way to go.

Next, a Torah study group was formed that meets once a month in a convenient downtown conference room.  It is self-led, each alum or alum partner takes a turn leading and everyone brings a bag lunch.  To date, the group has been meeting for four years with a core group of seven.

The crown jewel of our programming is an annual Mother’s Day weekend Shabbaton with our families.  Approximately, fourteen of our classmates attend with their families. 

The key to the success of this event is that the venue is close to home, the Shabbaton is informal, we have a Jewish song leader for the first 24 hours and it is held the same weekend every year.   The property where we stay is called Costanoa and the children have complete freedom to roam together.  

We begin with candle lighting on Friday night followed by dinner with a camp fire, smore’s & singing.  On Saturday, there is a morning walk and the song leader practices a skit with the younger kids that is “performed” at our magical service in a beautiful natural setting. We then have an outdoor lunch followed by group games like soccer or kickball.  In the late afternoon we have Torah study followed by dinner, camp fire and then a family talent show.  On Sunday morning, we have breakfast together before we depart for any Mother’s Day commitments.  Everything is optional and many break up into smaller groups for exercise and conversation.  

The kids count the days until next year and the adults mark their calendars after getting such a wonderful fill of each other.  It is a love fest!

Lastly, the women of our group get together for lunch once in a while and we participate together in informal leadership networks, simchas, shiva’s, community events and boards.

Our group chemistry was wonderful from the start.  We continue to grow that group dynamic as well as build our one-on-one relationships.  We are a tremendous resource for each other and feel like an extended family.  

It is important that someone in the group takes on the role of coordinator.  We have that in one of our classmates and she shoulders the responsibility for planning the Shabbaton and many of our gatherings.

If you would like more information, please contact Jan Reicher at jcrara@yahoo.com.  She will be happy to share her documents on the organizing of the Shabbaton.

