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Palestinian Talmud Moed Katan 83 3:7

Who is a talmid hakham?

Hezekiah said: anyone who has studied
halakhot [the body of practically
applicable Jewish law created by the
rabbis] and more Torah.

Rabbi Yossi said to him: that which you
said is at first, but now, [one who has
studied] even halakhot. Rabbi Abbahu
[said] in the name of Rabbi Yohanan:
anyone who cancels his business for the
sake of his study.

It was taught: anyone of whom they ask
[questions of law] and he answers.
[Rabbi] Hoshaya said: like us, since our
rabbis supervise us and we answer to
them.

Rabbi [Ab]ba bar Memel said: anyone
who knows how to explain his Mishnah.
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Shabbat 114a:7

The Gemara asks: Who are the builders
mentioned here? Rabbi Yohanan said:
These are Torah scholars, who are
engaged in building the world all of
their days. And with regard to this,
Rabbi Yohanan said: Who is a Torah
scholar of whom the Sages said that
one must return a lost object to him
based on visual identification, even if
he does not provide an identifying sign
for it? That is one who makes sure his
upper undergarment is turned inward
so that the uneven stitching is not visible.
This means that he conducts himself like
a Torah scholar in all his ways, even in
matters of cleanliness and order
(Maharsha). On a related note, the
Gemara adds that which Rabbi
Yohanan said: Who is a Torah scholar
who may be appointed as a leader of
the community? This is one who is
asked about matters of halakha on any
topic and he is able to answer, and
even if he were asked about tractate
Kalla, a tractate that few have mastered.
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Shabbat 114a:8

And Rabbi Yohanan said: Who is the
Torah scholar for whom the
inhabitants of his city are commanded
to perform his labor for him? This is
one who sets his own matters aside
and engages in matters of Heaven. It
is therefore fitting for the community to
support him. And that applies only to
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exerting themselves to provide him with
his bread, as it is appropriate that they
sustain him. And Rabbi Yohanan said:
Who is included in the category of a
Torah scholar? Anyone who is asked
about the halakha with regard to any
topic and is able to state it. And they
say: What are the practical
consequences of this question? It is to
appoint him a leader of the
community. If he is an expertin a
single tractate, they appoint him as a
leader in his place; if he is an expert in
all of his learning, they appoint him as
the head of the yeshiva.

Aaron D. Panken z"l: Radical Innovation: Self-Conscious Legal Change in
Rabbinic Literature (2005) (excerpt: 'The Developing Meaning of Talmid Hakham,
A Disciple of the Wise)

The status of talmid hakham (literally “disciple of the wise” or “wise disciple”)
represented a liminal stage in the development of an individual as a Jewish religious
leader. The talmid hakham was the quintessential apprentice, involved in the daily chore
of learning his craft and imbued with some authority, but not yet complete in his own
development. Many scholars have discussed the meaning of this ubiquitous term. In the
Palestinian Talmud, Moed Katan 83b, 3:7 we find a fascinating discussion of the
definition of a talmid hakham that reflects significant changes in the meaning of this
term over time....

This [the braita at the end of the PT Moed Katan passage above] implies a commitment
to the understanding and transmission of appropriate law given the questions being
asked at the specific time and place of the disciple’s life. Thus, in the baraita,the
minimum requirement is a steady engagement with the ongoing legal debates of one’s
day and having ready halakhic answers based on an appropriate level of background
knowledge.
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One other important implication may be derived from this baraita. A distinct element of
communal acceptance may also be hidden in its words: community members will only
turn to an individual to answer their questions if that individual is considered worthy of
providing them with counsel.Thus this baraita also suggests that the community of
learners/questioners has a role in defining a person’s status as a talmid hakham: after
all, if no one asks these questions of a scholar, then the initial clause of the definition
can never be satisfied.

Another implication of this passage is that the talmid hakham was responsible for his
actions:he answered, literally, to his masters. They had the right to question his
determinations and to demand a response. Such oversight was not inherent in any of
the prior definitions of talmid hakham and may have been most visible to one who held
the status of talmid hakham himself, such as Hoshaya. Here, the true flavor of the
apprenticeship was visible. Rabbi Ba bar Memel, a Palestinian Amora from the same
period as Hoshaya known as Abba Bar Memel in BT, concludes this pericope with a
statement that rebuts Hoshaya and tells the final truth of this passage all at once: to
gualify as a talmid hakham no objective level of knowledge can be expected in any
absolute terms. Even the greatest of his contemporaries, who constantly supervise
disciples, did not achieve total comprehension of what they study.

It is clear, then, that this text reports that the standards for becoming a talmid hakham
underwent a significant shift over time.

Who Can be a Judge? Another Interpretation of Knowledge and Qualifications for
Jewish Leadership (Ner L'Elef on Deuteronomy)

The Torah demands an extraordinary set of qualifications for one to make it as a Jewish
Judge, a Dayan[1]. He is not just an honorable man of robes, but a leader of the nation in
many respects. Such people have to be not only masters of Torah wisdom but people
who observe what they know[2]; righteous in every sense[3]. They must first and foremost
lead by example.

The judges must be well-liked,[4] for a judge must gain the trust and legitimacy of the
people. But they must be liked, not because they are popularists, but rather because of
their deep sense of truth and justice[5], their love of the people, their authentic example
and their good name in the broader society[6]. They must have sterling character[7],

be modest (n'wax[8]), humble and G-d fearing[9].They should be non-materialistic and
unbribable[10]. They need to be the kind of people that others will want to honor and
stand in awe of{11].

To qualify as judges, they must not only be masters of Torah, ombn, but also
[12]n1111, people who understand the underlying principles of the law so deeply
that they can apply them to any new situation. Working from the other direction as
well, the judges must be able to look at any case and understand what principle of law
needs to be applied. They have to be able to identify the precise variables of each



situation, knowing what is and is not a relevant difference and how it affects the law[13].
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The same verse which says that judges must be qualified says that they must have the backbone not to be
intimidated. Although separate prohibitions, one is an extension of the other.
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