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ENACTING WHAT WE PRAY FOR: 
Theology and Ethics of our Time?  

 

Rabbi Shai Held I September 11, 2020  

 

I.  “Luck” or Providence? 

 

Ruth 2:3 

3And off she went.  She came and gleaned in 

a field, behind the reapers; and, as luck 

would have it, it was the piece of land 

belonging to Boaz, who was of Elimelekh’s 

family. 

 ג:ב רות

לֶך3ְ ֵּ֤ בוֹא֙  וַת  ט וַתָּ ֵּ֣ לַק  ה וַתְּ דֶֶ֔ י בַשָּ ֵ֖ ים אַחֲר  ִ֑ ר  צְּ קֶר הַקֹּ ֵּ֣  וַי 

הָּ֙ רֶֶ֔ קְּ ת מ  קֵַּ֤ דֶה֙  חֶלְּ עַז הַשָּ בֶֹּ֔ ר לְּ חַת אֲשֵֶ֖ פַַּ֥ שְּ מ   מ 

לֶךְ׃֙ ימֶֶֽ  אֱל 

 

Genesis 24:12 

12And he said, “O LORD, God of my master 

Abraham, grant me good fortune this day, 

and deal graciously with my master 

Abraham: 

 יב֙:כד בראשית

ר12 ֹּאמַַ֓ י֙  'ה ׀ וַי י֙ אֱלֹק  ֵּ֣ נ  ם אֲדֹּ הֶָּ֔ רָּ ַּ֥א אַבְּ ה־נָּ ר  נֵַ֖י הַקְּ פָּ  לְּ

וֹם סֶד הַיִ֑ ה־חֶֶ֕ ם֙ ועֲַש  ֵ֖ י ע  ַּ֥ נ  ם׃ אֲדֹּ ֶֽ הָּ רָּ  אַבְּ

 

Genesis 27:20 

20Isaac said to his son, “How did you succeed 

so quickly, my son?”  And he said, “Because 

the LORD your God granted me good 

fortune.” 

 כ֙:כז בראשית

אמֶר20 ֵֹּּ֤ ק֙  וַי חָּ צְּ וֹ י  נֶ֔ ה֙ אֶל־בְּ תָּ֙ מַה־זֶֶּ֛ רְּ הַַּ֥ א מ  ֵֹּ֖ צ מְּ י ל  ִ֑ נ   בְּ

אמֶר ֶֹּ֕ י וַי ַּ֥ ה כ  ֶּ֛ רָּ קְּ יךָ 'ה ה  י׃ אֱלֹקֵֶ֖ ֶֽ נָּ פָּ  לְּ

 

I Samuel 6:9 

9Then watch:  If it goes up the road to Beth-

shemesh, to His own territory, it was He 

who has inflicted this great harm on us.  But 

if not, we shall know that it was not His hand 

that struck us; it just happened to us by 

chance.” 

 ט:ו א שמואל

ם9 יתֶֶ֗ א  רֶךְ וּרְּ ם־דֶֶּ֨ וֹ א  בוּלֵּ֤ עֲלֶה֙  גְּ ית֙ יֶַֽ ֵּ֣ מֶש ב   ה֚וּא שֶֶ֔

ה שָּ ֵּ֣ נוּ עָּ ה לֶָּ֔ ַּ֥ עָּ רָּ ֵ֖ה אֶת־הָּ דוֹלָּ את הַגְּ ִֹּ֑ א הַז ֶֹּ֗ ם־ל א  נוּ֙  וְּ עְּ יָּדַ   וְּ

י ֵּ֣ א כ  ֵֹּּ֤ ה֙ יָּדוֹ֙  ל עָּ ֵָּ֣֣גְּ נוּ נָּ ה בֶָּ֔ רֶַּ֥ קְּ וּא מ  יָּה֙ הֵ֖ ַּ֥ נוּ׃ הָּ ֶֽ  לָּ
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II.  A House for Ruth 

 

Ruth 1:9 

9May the LORD grant that each of you find 

security in the house of a husband!”  And 

she kissed them farewell.  They broke into 

weeping. 

 ט:א רות

ן9 ֵּ֤ ת  ם 'ה י  כֶֶ֔ ָּ֙ לָּ אן צֵֶּ֣ ה וּמְּ נוּחֶָּ֔ ה מְּ ֵ֖ שָּ ית֙ א  ֵּ֣ הּ ב  ִ֑ ישָּ ק א  שֵַּ֣  ותַ 

ן הֶֶ֔ אנָּה לָּ שֶַּ֥ ן וַת  ֵ֖ ינָּה׃ קוֹלָּ כֶֶֽ בְּ  וַת 

 

Ruth 3:1 

1Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, 

“Daughter, I must seek a home for you, 

where you may be happy.” 

 א:ג רות

אמֶר1 ֵ֖הּ וַתַֹּּ֥ י֙ לָּ ֵּ֣ עֳמ  הּ נָּ ִ֑ י֙ חֲמוֹתָּ ת ִּ֞ א ב  ֹֹּ֧ ֶּ֛ךְ הֲל  אֲבַקֶש־לָּ

וֹחַ֙ נֵ֖ ר מָּ ךְ׃֙ אֲשֶַּ֥ ֶֽ יטַב־לָּ ֶֽ  י 

 

III.  Under Whose Wing? 

 

Ruth 2:10-14 

10She prostrated herself with her face to the 

ground, and said to him, “Why are you so 

kind as to single me out, when I am a 

foreigner?”  11Boaz said in reply, “I have 

been told of all that you did for your 

mother-in-law after the death of your 

husband, how you left your father and 

mother and the land of your birth and came 

to a people you had not known before.  

12May the LORD reward your deeds.  May 

you have a full recompense from the LORD, 

the God of Israel, under whose wings you 

have sought refuge!”  13She answered, “You 

are most kind, my lord, to comfort me and 

to speak gently to your maidservant—

though I am not so much as one of your 

maidservants.”  14At mealtime, Boaz said to 

her, “Come over here and partake of the 

meal, and dip your morsel in the vinegar.”  

So she sat down beside the reapers.  He 

handed her roasted grain, and she ate her 

 יד-י:ב רות

ל֙ 10 פֹּ יהָּ֙ וַת  נֶֶ֔ חוּ עַל־פָּ תֵַ֖ שְּ ה וַת  צָּ רְּ ִ֑ אמֶר אָּ יו֙ וַתֵֹּּ֣ לֶָּ֗  א 

י֙ מַדוּעַ֙  את  צֶָּּ֨ ן מָּ ֵּ֤ יךָ֙  ח  ינֶ  ע  י בְּ נ  ֶ֔ יר  הַכ  י֙ לְּ ֵ֖ כ  נֹּ אָּ ה׃ וְּ ֶֽ יָּ ר   נָּכְּ

עַן11 עַז֙  וַיֵַּ֤ אמֶר בֶֹּּ֨ ֵֹּּ֣ הּ֙ וַי ד לֶָּ֔ ד הֻג ֶּ֨ י הֻגַַּ֜ ל ל ֶ֗ ית֙  כֵֹּּ֤ ש   אֲשֶר־עָּ

ךְ י אֶת־חֲמוֹת ֶ֔ ֵ֖ וֹת֙ אַחֲר  ךְ מֵּ֣ ִ֑ יש  י א  ִּ֞ ב  עַזְּ יךְ וַתֶַֽ ֵּ֣ ב  ךְ אָּ מ ֶ֗ א   וְּ

רֶץ֙  אֶ  ךְ וְּ ת ֶ֔ וֹלַדְּ י מֶֽ כ ֶ֔ לְּ ֵּ֣ ם וַת  ר אֶל־עֶַ֕ עַתְּ֙ אֲשֶַּ֥ ֹּא־יָּדֵַ֖ וֹל ל מַּ֥  תְּ

וֹם׃֙ שֶֽ לְּ  ש 

ַּ֥ם21 שַל  ִ֑ךְ 'ה יְּ עֳל  י֙ פָּ ה ֶּ֨ ךְ וּתְּ ת ַּ֜ כֻרְּ ה מַשְּ מֶָּ֗ ל  ם שְּ ֵּ֤ ע   'ה מ 

י ֵּ֣ ל אֱלֹק  א ֶ֔ רָּ את י שְּ ֵ֖ וֹת אֲשֶר־בָּ יו׃ לַחֲסַּ֥ ֶֽ נָּפָּ חַת־כְּ  תֶַֽ

תֹּאמֶר13 ן וַַ֠ א־ח ֶּ֨ צָּ ינֵֶּ֤יךָ אֶמְּ ע  י֙  בְּ נ  י אֲדֹּ ֵּ֣ י֙ כ  נ  תֶָּ֔ חַמְּ ֶֽ י נ  ַּ֥ כ   וְּ

תָּ֙ רְּ בֵַ֖ ֵּ֣ב ד  ךָ עַל־ל  תִֶ֑ חָּ פְּ י֙  ש  כ  נֹּ אָּ א וְּ ֵֹּּ֣ יֶֶ֔֙ ל הְּ ת֙ האֶֶֽ אַחֵַ֖  כְּ

יךָ׃ תֶֶֽ חֹּ פְּ ֹּאמֶר֙  14ש  ה וַי עַז לֶָּּ֨ ת֙ בַֹּּ֜ ֵּ֣ ע  כֶל לְּ אֶֹּ֗ י הָּ ֶֽ ש   הֲלֹם֙  גֵֹּּ֤

תְּ֙ כֵַּ֣לְּ אָּ חֶם וְּ ן־הַלֶֶ֔ תְּ֙ מ  לְּ בַַּ֥ טָּ ךְ וְּ ֵ֖ ת  מֶץ פ  שֶב֙  בַחִֹּ֑ צֵַּ֣ד וַת    מ 

ים ֶ֔ ר  וֹצְּ ֵּ֣הּ הַקֶֽ ט־לָּ בָּ צְּ י וַי  ל ֶ֔ אכַל קָּ ע וַתַֹּּ֥ בֵַ֖ שְּ ר׃ וַת  תֶַֽ  וַתֹּ
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fill and had some left over. 

 

Ruth 3:9 

9“Who are you?” he asked.  And she replied, 

“I am your handmaid Ruth.  Spread your 

robe over your handmaid, for you are a 

redeeming kinsman.” 

 ט֙:ג רות

אמֶר9 ֵֹּ֖ ת וַי ִ֑ י־אָּ אמֶר מ  י֙  וַתֶֹּ֗ כ  נֹּ וּת אָּ ךָ רֵּ֣ תֶֶ֔ ֵּ֤֙ אֲמָּ תָּ רַשְּ  וּפָּ

ךָ֙  פֶ  נָּ ךֶָ֔֙ כְּ תְּ ֵּ֣ י עַל־אֲמָּ ַּ֥ ל כ  ֵ֖ א  ה׃ גֹּ תָּ ֶֽ  אָּ

 

IV.  Who Is It Who Remembers His Kindness? 

 

Ruth 2:20 

20Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, 

“Blessed be he of the LORD, who has not 

failed in His kindness to the living or to the 

dead!  For,” Naomi explained to her 

daughter-in-law, “the man is related to us; 

he is one of our redeeming kinsmen.” 

 כ:ב רות

אמֶר20 י֙ וַתֶֹּּ֨ עֳמ ַּ֜ הּ נָּ תֶָּ֗ כַלָּ וּךְ לְּ רַּ֥ לֹּא־ אֲשֶר֙  'לַה הוּא֙  בָּ

זֵַּ֣ב וֹ עָּ דֶ֔ ים חַסְּ ֵ֖ ים֙ אֶת־הַחַי  ִ֑ ת  אֶת־הַמ  אמֶר וְּ ֵּ֣הּ וַתֹֹּ֧  לָּ

י עֳמ ֶ֗ וֹב נָּ רַּ֥ נוּ֙  קָּ יש לֶָּּ֨ א ֶ֔ נוּ הָּ ֵ֖ אֲל  גֹּ ֶֽ וּא׃֙ מ   הֶֽ

 

NRSV: Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “Blessed be he by the Lord, whose kindness has not 

forsaken the living or the dead!”  Naomi also said to her, “The man is a relative of ours, one of our 

nearest kin.” 

 

NIV: “The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to her daughter-in-law.  “He has not stopped showing his 

kindness to the living and the dead.”  She added, “That man is our close relative; he is one of our 

guardian-redeemers.” 

 

Genesis 24:27 

27And said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of 

my master Abraham, who has not withheld 

His steadfast faithfulness from my master.  

For I have been guided on my errand by the 

LORD, to the house of my master’s 

kinsmen.” 

 

 כז֙:כד בראשית

אמֶר27 ֶֹּ֗ וּךְ וַי רֵּ֤ י֙  'ה בָּ י אֱלֹק  ֵּ֣ נ  ם אֲדֹּ הֶָּ֔ רָּ שֶר אַבְּ זַַּ֥ב אֲַ֠ א־עָּ ֶֹּֽ  ל

֙ דֶּ֛ וֹ וֹחַסְּ תֵ֖ ם וַאֲמ  ֵּ֣ ע  י מ  ִ֑ נ  י֙ אֲדֹּ כ ֶ֗ נֹּ רֶךְ֙  אָּ י בַדֶ  נ  חֵַּ֣ ית 'ה נָּ ֵ֖  ב 

י ַּ֥ י׃ אֲח  ֶֽ נ   אֲדֹּ

C. John Collins, “Ambiguity and Theology in Ruth: Ruth 1:21 and 2:20,” in Presbyterion 19:2 (1993), 

pp. 97-102, at p. 100. 

I am suggesting that the syntactic ambiguity is intentional.  To be precise, I have no doubt that 

Naomi herself meant either the Lord or Boaz as the referent of asher, but in the haste of ordinary 

https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.9
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.2.20
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.27
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.24.27


Page 4 of 5 

conversation (as opposed to the careful language of literary craft), she framed the clause 

ambiguously.  The narrator found this useful in conveying his message.   We are to ask... "YHWH or 

Boaz?"  But the right answer is "yes," since Boaz in the book of Ruth embodies aspects of the 

character of God, most importantly his hesed. 

 

V.  “Have No Fear” 

 

Ruth 3:11 

11And now, daughter, have no fear.  I will do 

on your behalf whatever you ask, for all the 

elders of my town know what a fine woman 

you are. 

 יא:ג רות

ה11 עַתֶָּ֗ י֙  וְּ ת  י ב  א ֶ֔ ירְּ ֵּ֣ ל אַל־ת  י כַֹּּ֥ ֵ֖ ר  ִ֑ךְ אֲשֶר־תֹּאמְּ עֱשֶה־לָּ  אֶֶֽ

י ֵּ֤ עַ֙  כ  עַר יוֹד   י כָּל־שֵַּ֣ י֙ עַמ ֶ֔ ֶּ֛ שֶת כ  ַּ֥ ל֙ א  י  ׃ חֵַ֖ תְּ ֶֽ  אָּ

 

Genesis 26:24 

24That night the LORD appeared to him and 

said, “I am the God of your father Abraham.  

Fear not, for I am with you, and I will bless 

you and increase your offspring for the sake 

of My servant Abraham.” 

 כד֙:כו בראשית

א24 ֶּ֨ יו וַי רָּ ֵּ֤ לָּ ה 'ה א  יְּלָּ וּא֙ בַלֵַּ֣ אמֶר הַהֶ֔ ֶֹּ֕ י֙ וַי כ ֶ֕ נֹּ י אָּ ֵ֖  אֱלֹק 

ם ֵּ֣ הָּ רָּ יךָ אַבְּ ִ֑ ב  א֙  אָּ ירָּ ךֵָּ֣֙ אַל־ת  תְּ י־א  ֶֽ י כ  כ  נֶֹּ֔ יךָ֙  אָּ ת   רַכְּ ֶֽ  וּב 

י ֵּ֣ ית  ב  רְּ ה  עֲךֶָ֔֙ וְּ ת־זַרְּ וּר אֶֶֽ ם בַעֲבֵ֖ ַּ֥ הָּ רָּ י׃ אַבְּ ֶֽ ד   עַבְּ

 

Deuteronomy 1:21 

21See, the LORD your God has placed the 

land at your disposal.  Go up, take 

possession, as the LORD, the God of your 

fathers, promised you.  Fear not and be not 

dismayed. 

 כא֙:א דברים

ה21 א  ן רְַּ֠ תֶַּ֨ יךָ 'ה נָּ נֵֶ֖יךָ אֱלֹקֶֶּ֛ פָּ רֶץ לְּ ִ֑ אָּ ֵּ֣ה אֶת־הָּ ש עֲל  ֶ֗  ר 

ר כַאֲשֶר֙  בֶֶּ֨ י 'ה ד  ֵּ֤ יךָ֙  אֱלֹק  תֶ  ךְ אֲבֹּ א לֶָּ֔ ֵ֖ ירָּ אַל־֙ אַל־ת  וְּ

ת׃ ֶֽ חָּ  ת 

 

VI.  God Intervenes 

 

Ruth 4:13 

13So Boaz married Ruth; she became his 

wife, and he cohabited with her.  The LORD 

let her conceive, and she bore a son. 

 יג֙:ד רות

ח13 קֶַּ֨ עַז וַי  וֹ אֶת־רוּת֙  בֵֹּּ֤ י־לֵּ֣ ה  ה ותְַּ שֶָּ֔ א  א֙ לְּ ֵֹּ֖ יהָּ֙ וַיָּב לִֶ֑  א 

ן ת ֶּ֨ ֶּ֛הּ 'ה וַי  וֹן֙ לָּ יֵ֖ רָּ לֶד ה  ַּ֥ ן׃ וַת  ֶֽ  ב 

 

Ruth 1:6 

6She started out with her daughters-in-law 

to return from the country of Moab; for in 

the country of Moab she had heard that the 

 א:ו רות

ה6֙֙ עָּ מְּ י֙שָּ ב֙כ  י֙מוֹאָּ ד  שְּ ב֙מ  שָּ ֙וַתָּ כַלֹּתֶיהָּ יא֙וְּ ם֙ה  קָּ וַתָּ

הֶם֙֙ ת֙לָּ ת  הוָּה֙אֶת־עַמוֹ֙לָּ קַד֙יְּ י־פָּ ב֙כ  ה֙מוֹאָּ ד  שְּ ב 

חֶם׃  לָּ

https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.3.11
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.26.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Deuteronomy.1.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.4.13
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.6
https://www.sefaria.org/Ruth.1.6


Page 5 of 5 

LORD had taken note of His people and 

given them food. 

 


