
 
 

THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Burying Issues I Erica Brown I January 13, 2021 
 

 
 

Genesis 50:14-21 

יו  ְיָמהַ֙ ֣הּוא ְוֶאָחָ֔ ף ִמְצַרַ֙ ֵ֤ ב יֹוס  שׇׁ יו׃ַוָיָּ֨ ֹו ֶאת־ָאִבִֽ ְברִ֥ י קׇׁ ּ֖ יו ַאֲחר  ר ֶאת־ָאִבִ֑ ֹו ִלְקֹב֣ ים ִאתּ֖ ל־ָהֹעִלִ֥ ְוכׇׁ   

ל־הָ֣  ת כׇׁ נּו א ֵ֚ ב ָיִשיבַ֙ ָלָ֔ ֵ֤ ף ְוָהש  ִ֑ נּו יֹוס  ּ֖ ּו ִיְשְטמ  ּו לִ֥ אְמרָ֔ ֹ֣ ם ַוי ת ֲאִביֶהָ֔ ֣ ףַ֙ ִכי־מ  י־יֹוס  ִֽ ּו ֲאח  ֹו׃ַוִיְראֵ֤ ְלנּו ֹאתִֽ ר ָגַמּ֖ ה ֲאֶשִ֥ ָרָעָ֔   

ּו ֶאל ר׃ַוְיַצּוּ֕ אֹמִֽ ֹו ל  ִ֥י מֹותּ֖ ה ִלְפנ  יָך ִצָּוָ֔ ר ָאִב֣ אֹמִ֑ ף ל  ּ֖ ־יֹוס    

א ְלֶפִ֥  א ָנָ֔ ּוָך ְוַעָתהַ֙ ָש֣ ה ְגָמלָ֔ יָך ְוַחָטאָתםַ֙ ִכי־ָרָע֣ ַשע ַאֶחֵ֤ א ֶפ֣ א ָנָ֠ א ָש֣ ָנָּ֡ ף ָא֣ ה־תֹאְמ֣רּו ְליֹוס ֵ֗ ףֹכִֽ ּ֖ ְִ֥בְך יֹוס  יָך ַוי  י ָאִבִ֑ ֣ י ֱאֹלה  ּ֖ ַשע ַעְבד   

ָלִֽ  ם א  יו׃ְבַדְבָרִ֥   



 
ים׃ ּו ְלָךּ֖ ַלֲעָבִדִֽ ּו ִהֶנִ֥נִֽ אְמרָ֔ ֹ֣ ּו ְלָפָנִ֑יו ַוי ִַֽיְפלּ֖ יו ַוִֽ   ַוי ְלכּוַ֙ ַגם־ֶאָחָ֔

ִני׃ ים ָאִֽ ַחת ֱאֹלִהּ֖ י ֲהַתִ֥ אּו ִכֶ֛ ף ַאל־ִתיָרִ֑ ּ֖ ם יֹוס  ֶהֶ֛ אֶמר ֲאל  ֹֹּ֧   ַוי

ַען עֲ  ה ְלַמֵ֗ ּה ְלֹטָבָ֔ ה ֱאֹלִהיםַ֙ ֲחָשָב֣ י ָרָעִ֑ ם ָעַלּ֖ ם ֲחַשְבֶתִ֥ ב׃ְוַאֶתּ֕ ת ַעם־ָרִֽ ֹום ַהֶזּ֖ה ְלַהֲחֹיִ֥ ה ַכיִ֥ ֹשֶ֛   

ם׃ ר ַעל־ִלָבִֽ ּ֖ ם ַוְיַדב  ם אֹוָתָ֔ ֣ ת־ַטְפֶכִ֑ם ַוְיַנח  ל ֶאְתֶכּ֖ם ְוֶאִֽ ִ֥ י ֲאַכְלכ  אּו ָאֹנִכֶ֛   ְוַעָתהַ֙ ַאל־ִתיָרָ֔

After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers and all who 
had gone up with him to bury his father. When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back 
for all the wrong that we did him!” So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before his 
death your father left this instruction:  

So shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, I urge you, the offense and guilt of your brothers 
who treated you so harshly.’ Therefore, please forgive the offense of the servants of 
the God of your father.” And Joseph was in tears as they spoke to him.  

His brothers went to him themselves, flung themselves before him, and said, “We are 
prepared to be your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Have no fear! Am I a substitute 
for God? Besides, although you intended me harm, God intended it for good, so as to 
bring about the present result—the survival of many people. And so, fear not. I will 
sustain you and your children.” Thus he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

Reflective Question 
 
Think of an issue/problem that you thought you buried, but which resurfaced later. 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
How can you re-surface a leadership issue that was buried, but has not been fully 
resolved? 
 


