THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP
Burying Issues I Erica Brown I January 13, 2021

Genesis 50:14-21
יֹוסף ִמצְ ַ ַ֙ריְמָ הַ֙ ֣הּוא וְ אֶ חָָ֔ יו וְ כׇׁל־הָ עֹ ִ ִ֥לים ִא ּ֖תֹו לִ קְ בֹ֣ ר אֶ ת־אָ ִ ִ֑ביו אַ ח ֲּ֖רי קׇׁ בְ ִ֥רֹו אֶ ת־אָ ִ ִֽביו׃
ַו ָָּ֨ישׇׁ ב ֵ֤
ֲשר ג ַ ָּ֖מלְנּו אֹ ִֽתֹו׃
ׇׁל־ה ָר ָָ֔עה א ֶ ִ֥
הָשב י ִָשיבַ֙ ָָ֔לנּו ֵ֚את כ ָ ֣
יֹוסף וְ ֵ֤
יִשטְ ּ֖מנּו ִ֑
אמ ָ֔רּו לִ֥ ּו ְ
י־מת אֲבִ יהֶָ֔ ם ַו ֣י ֹ ְ
וַיִ ְר ֵ֤אּו א ֲִֽחי־יֹוסףַ֙ כִ ֣
מֹותֹו לאמִֹֽ ר׃
־יֹוסף לאמִֹ֑ ר אָ ִ ֣ביָך צִ ָ֔ ָּוה לִ פְ נִ֥י ּ֖
וַיְ צַּוּ֕ ּו אֶ ל ּ֖
יֹוסף
י־רעָ ֣ה גְ מָ ָ֔לּוָך וְ עַתָ הַ֙ ָ ֣שא ָָ֔נא לְ פֶ ִ֥ שַ ע עַבְ ּ֖די אֱֹלה֣י אָ ִ ִ֑ביָך וַיִ֥בְ ךְ ּ֖
יֹוסף ָ ֣א ָָּ֡נא ָ ֣שא ָ֠ ָנא פֶ ֣שַ ע אַ ֶחֵ֤יָך וְ חַ טָ אתָ םַ֙ כִ ָ
ֹאמ ֣רּו לְ ֵ֗
ִֽ ֹכה־ת ְ
בְ דַ בְ ָ ִ֥רם א ָ ִֽליו׃

אמ ָ֔רּו הִ נֶ ִ֥נִֽ ּו לְ ָךּ֖ ַלעֲבָ ִ ִֽדים׃
ְ ֹ וַילְ כּוַ֙ גַם־אֶ חָָ֔ יו ַוִַֽֽיִ פְ לּ֖ ּו לְ פָנָ ִ֑יו ַו ֣י
ֱֹלהים ָ ִֽאנִ י׃
ּ֖ ִ יראּו ִ ֶ֛כי ה ַ ֲִ֥תחַ ת א
ִ֑ ָ ל־ת
ִ ַיֹוסף א
ּ֖ ַו ֹּ֧י ֹאמֶ ר אֲל ֶהֶ֛ם
ַם־רב׃
ִֽ ָ שה כַיִ֥ ֹום הַ זֶ ּ֖ה לְ הַ ח ֲִֹ֥ית ע
ֹ ֶ֛ לְמעַן ֲע
ַ ֵ֗ וְ אַ ּ֕ ֶתם חֲשַ בְ ֶ ִ֥תם עָלַ ּ֖י ָרעָ ִ֑ה אֱֹלהִ יםַ֙ חֲשָ ָבּ֣ה לְ טֹ ָ֔ ָבה
אֹותם וַיְ דַ ּ֖בר עַל־לִ ָ ִֽבם׃
ָ ָ֔ יראּו אָ נֹ ִ ֶ֛כי ֲאכַלְ כִ֥ל אֶ ְתכֶ ּ֖ם וְ ֶ ִֽאת־טַ פְ כֶ ִ֑ם וַיְ נַח֣ם
ָ֔ ָ ל־ת
ִ ַוְ עַתָ הַ֙ א
After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, he and his brothers and all who
had gone up with him to bury his father. When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father
was dead, they said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back
for all the wrong that we did him!” So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before his
death your father left this instruction:
So shall you say to Joseph, ‘Forgive, I urge you, the offense and guilt of your brothers
who treated you so harshly.’ Therefore, please forgive the offense of the servants of
the God of your father.” And Joseph was in tears as they spoke to him.
His brothers went to him themselves, flung themselves before him, and said, “We are
prepared to be your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Have no fear! Am I a substitute
for God? Besides, although you intended me harm, God intended it for good, so as to
bring about the present result—the survival of many people. And so, fear not. I will
sustain you and your children.” Thus he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Reflective Question
Think of an issue/problem that you thought you buried, but which resurfaced later.
Leadership Challenge
How can you re-surface a leadership issue that was buried, but has not been fully
resolved?

