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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Leadership by the Numbers I Erica Brown I January 20, 2022 

 

 
Edward John Poytner, “The Jews in Egypt” (1867) 

 

Exodus 1:1-9 

ים  ל ַהָבִאִ֖ ֵ֣י ִיְשָרא ֵ֔ ה ְשמֹו֙ת ְבנ  לֶּ אּו׃ְוא ֵ֗ ֹו ָבָּֽ יתִ֖ יש ּוב  ב ִאִ֥ ת ַיֲעק ֵ֔ ֵ֣ ְיָמה א  ִמְצָרָ֑   

ה י ִויהּוָדָּֽ ִוִ֖ ֹון ל  ן ִשְמעֵ֔ ֵ֣   ְראּוב 

ן׃ ִ֖ן ּוִבְנָיִמָּֽ   ִיָששָכִ֥ר ְזבּול 

ר׃ ָּֽ י ָגִ֥ד ְוָאש  ן ְוַנְפָתִלִ֖   ָדִ֥

ף ָהָיִ֥ה בְ  ִ֖ ש ְויֹוס  ים ָנָ֑פֶּ ב ִשְבִעֵ֣ ְך־ַיֲעק ִ֖ ַֽרֶּ ָּֽ י יֶּ ִ֥ ְצא  ש י  ֶ֛פֶּ ל־נֶּ י כׇּ ְַֽיִהֵ֗ ִים׃ַוָּֽ ִמְצָרָּֽ   

ּוא׃ ֹור ַההָּֽ ל ַהדִ֥ יו ְוכ ִ֖ ָחֵ֔ ל־אֶּ ֙ף ְוכׇּ ת יֹוס    ַוָיָּ֤מׇּ

ם׃ ָתָּֽ ץ א  רֶּ א ָהָאִ֖ ִ֥ ד ַוִתָמל  ד ְמא ָ֑ ּו ִבְמא ֵ֣ ַעְצמִ֖ ּו ַוַיָּֽ ּו ַוִיְרבִ֥ ִַֽיְשְרצֶ֛ ל ָפ֧רּו ַוָּֽ ֵ֣י ִיְשָרא ֵ֗   ּוְבנ 

ת ע אֶּ א־ָיַדִ֖ ר ל ָּֽ ִ֥ ִים ֲאשֶּ ש ַעל־ִמְצָרָ֑ ְך־ָחָדִ֖ לֶּ ָּֽ ם מֶּ ף׃ַוָיִַֽ֥קׇּ ָּֽ ־יֹוס    

נּו׃ ָּֽ ּום ִממֶּ ב ְוָעצִ֖ ל ַרִ֥ ֵ֣י ִיְשָרא ֵ֔ ם ְבנ  ה ַעַ֚ ֹו ִהנ ֵ֗ ל־ַעמָ֑ ר אֶּ אמֶּ  ַוי ִ֖
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These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob, each coming 
with his household: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 
Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. The total number of persons that were of Jacob’s 
issue came to seventy, Joseph being already in Egypt. Joseph died, and all his 
brothers, and all that generation. But the Israelites were fertile and prolific; they 
multiplied and increased very greatly, so that the land was filled with them. A new 
king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. And he said to his people, “Look, the 
Israelite people are much too numerous for us. 

 
Reflective Question 
 
When have numbers been particularly important to you in your leadership? Describe. 
 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
Where, in your exercise of leadership right now, can you make people rather than 
numbers count? 


