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A fresco of the daughter of Pharaoh drawing Moses from the Nile, from the synagogue in Dura-Europos, Syria. 

Museum of Damascus. 

 
Exodus 1:15-22 

ה׃ ַֽ ית ּפּוע  ִנֹ֖ ם ַהשֵּׁ ֵׁ֥ ה ְושֵּׁ ַ֔ ַאַחתֹּ֙ ִשְפר  ַֽ ם ה  ֵׁ֤ ר שֵּׁ ת ֲאֶשֶׁ֨ ִעְבִרי ֹּ֑ ַֽ ת ה  ְמַיְלד ֹ֖ ִים ַלַֽ ֶלְך ִמְצַרַ֔ אֶמרֹּ֙ ֶמֶ֣   ַוי ֹּ֙

ֹות ִעְבִריַ֔ ַֽ אֶמר ְבַיֶלְדֶכןֹּ֙ ֶאת־ה  י ה׃ ַוי ֹּ֗ ַֽ ח  וא ו  ת ִהֹ֖ ֹו ְוִאם־ַבֵׁ֥ תַ֔ ן א  ן הּואֹּ֙ ַוֲהִמֶתֶ֣ ֵׁ֥ ִָֹּ֑֑ים ִאם־בֵּׁ ׇאְבנ  ן ַעל־ה  ּוְרִאיֶתֹ֖   

ִים ַוְתַחֶיֹ֖ין  אֶ  ֹּ֑ ֶלְך ִמְצר  ן ֶמֶ֣ יֶהֹ֖ ר ֲאלֵּׁ ר ִדֶבֵׁ֥ ּו ַכֲאֶשֶׁ֛ שַ֔ א ע  ים ְול ֶ֣ ֱאֹלִהַ֔ ֶ֣ תֹּ֙ ֶאת־ה  ְמַיְלד  אן  ַהַֽ ים׃ַוִתיֶרֵׁ֤ ִדַֽ ת־ַהְיל    

ֶלְך־ א ֶמַֽ ֵׁ֤ ים׃ַוִיְקר  ִדַֽ ר ַהֶזֹּ֑ה ַוְתַחֶיֹ֖ין  ֶאת־ַהְיל  ֶ֣ ב  ן ַהד  ּוַע ֲעִשיֶתֹ֖ ן ַמדֵׁ֥ ֶהַ֔ אֶמר ל  ת ַוי ֶ֣ ְמַיְלד ַ֔ ִיםֹּ֙ ַלַֽ ִמְצַרֹּ֙   

ֶר  נ ה ְבֶטֶׁ֨ ֹות הֵַּׁ֔ יֶ֣ י־ח  ת ִכַֽ ִעְבִרי ֹּ֑ ַֽ ת ה  ים ַהִמְצִרי ֹ֖ א ַכנ ִשֶׁ֛ י ל ֹ֧ ה ִכֶ֣ תֹּ֙ ֶאל־ַּפְרע ַ֔ ְמַיְלד  ְרן  ַהַֽ ֹוא אֲ ַות אַמֵׁ֤ בֹ֧ דּו׃ם ת  ַֽ ֶדת ְוי ל  ן ַהְמַיֶלֹ֖ ֶהֶׁ֛ לֵּׁ   

ד׃ ּו ְמא ַֽ ַעְצמֹ֖ ם ַוַיַֽ ֶׁ֛ ע  ֶרב ה  ת ַוִיֹ֧ ְמַיְלד ֹּ֑ ים ַלַֽ ֵׁ֥יֶטב ֱאֹלִהֹ֖   ַויֵּׁ

ים׃ ִתַֽ ם ב  ֶהֹ֖ ים ַוַיֵַׁ֥עש ל  ֱאֹלִהֹּ֑ ת ֶאת־ה  ְמַיְלד ֹ֖ ּו ַהַֽ י־י ְראֵׁ֥ י ִכַֽ   ַוְיִהִ֕

ן ַהִילֹּ֗  ֶ֣ ר ׇכל־ַהבֵּׁ אמ ֹּ֑ ֹו לֵּׁ ה ְלׇכל־ַעמֹ֖ ו ַּפְרע ַ֔ ּון׃ַוְיַצֶ֣ ת ְתַחיַֽ הּו ְוׇכל־ַהַבֹ֖ הֹּ֙ ַתְשִליכ ַ֔ ר  ֹוד ַהְיא ֶׁ֨  



 
 
The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah 
and the other Puah, saying, “When you deliver the Hebrew women, look at the 
birthstool: if it is a boy, kill him; if it is a girl, let her live.” The midwives, fearing God, 
did not do as the king of Egypt had told them; they let the boys live. So the king of 
Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, 
letting the boys live?” The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are 
not like the Egyptian women: they are vigorous. Before the midwife can come to 
them, they have given birth.” And God dealt well with the midwives; and the people 
multiplied and increased greatly. And because the midwives feared God, He 
established households for them. Then Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “Every 
boy that is born you shall throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.” 

Reflective Question 

Think of a time when you were subversive. Why and at what cost? 

Leadership Question 

When might an act of subversiveness in your leadership be more effective than 
playing by the rules? What are the dangers? 


