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Genesis 38:24-30 

י  ִ֣ ִֹ֣  ׀ַוְיה  ים ַוי ִ֑ ְזנּונ  ה ל  ֵּ֥ה ָהָרָ֖ נ  ָך ְוַגַ֛ם ה  ר ַכָלת ֶ֔ ְנָת֙ה ָתָמִ֣ אֹמ֙ר ָזִֽ ִֽ ה ל  יהּוָדָ֤ ִֽ ד ל  ים ַויַֻּגַּ֨ ש ֳחָדש ִׁ֗ ְשלִ֣ ף׃ְכמ  ִֽ ָשר  ּוָה ְות  יאָ֖ ה הֹוצ  ר ְיהּוָדֶ֔ אמ    

 ִ֣ ר־א  י֙ש ֲאש  ר ְלא  אֹמֶ֔ יָה֙ ל  ֙ ל־ָחמ  ה א  יא ָשְלָחָ֤ את ְוה ַּ֨ וא מּוצ ִׁ֗ ִ֣ הה  ָ֖ ים ְוַהַמט  ַ֛ יל  ת ְוַהְפת  מ  ֶ֧ י ַהֹחת  א ְלמ ִ֞ ר־ָנֶ֔ ֙ר ַהכ  אמ  ה ַותֹ֙ י ָהָרִ֑ ָ֖ ֹו ָאֹנכ  ה לֶ֔ ל   

ה׃ ל  ִֽ   ָהא 

ֹוד לְ  ף עָ֖ א־ָיַסֵּ֥ ִֹֽ י ְול ִ֑ ה ְבנ  ָלִ֣ יָה ְלש  ָ֖ ן לֹא־ְנַתת  ֵּ֥ י־ַעל־כ  ִֽ י כ  נ  מ ֶ֔ ה מ  ְדָקִ֣ ֙ר ָצִֽ אמ  ֹ֙ ה ַוי ר ְיהּוָדִׁ֗ ִ֣ ּה׃ַוַיכ  ַדְעָתִֽ   

י ָ֖ ּה׃ ַוְיה  ְטָנִֽ ים ְבב  ָ֖ ֵּ֥ה ְתאֹומ  נ  ּה ְוה  ְדָתִ֑ ת ל  ִ֣ ְבע    

ה׃ אֹשָנִֽ א ר  ָ֖ה ָיָצֵּ֥ ר ז  אֹמֶ֔ ֙י ל  ֹו ָשנ  ר ַעל־ָידָ֤ ְקֹשַּ֨ ת ַות  ד  ח ַהְמַיל ִׁ֗ ַקִ֣ ן־ָיִ֑ד ַות  ת  ּה ַוי  ְדָתָ֖ י ְבל  ֵּ֥   ַוְיה 

י  ִ֣ ר ַמה־פָ  ׀ַוְיה  אמ  יו ַותֹֹּ֕ א ָאח ֶ֔ נ ֙ה ָיָצִ֣ ֹו ְוה  יב ָידִׁ֗ ִ֣ ש  ץ׃ְכמ  ר  ֹו ָפִֽ א ְשמָ֖ ְקָרֵּ֥ ץ ַוי  ר  יָך ָפִ֑ ִ֣ ְצָת ָעל  ַרָ֖   

ַָֽרח  ֹו ָזִֽ א ְשמָ֖ ְקָרֵּ֥ י ַוי  ִ֑ ֹו ַהָשנ  ר ַעל־ָידָ֖ ֵּ֥ יו ֲאש  א ָאח ֶ֔  ְוַאַח֙ר ָיָצִ֣



 

 

 

About three months later, Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has played the harlot; 
in fact, she is with child by harlotry.” “Bring her out,” said Judah, “and let her be burned.” As 
she was being brought out, she sent this message to her father-in-law, “I am with child by the 
man to whom these belong.” And she added, “Examine these: whose seal and cord and staff 
are these?”  

Judah recognized them, and said, “She is more in the right than I, inasmuch as I did not give her 
to my son Shelah.” And he was not intimate with her again. When the time came for her to give 
birth, there were twins in her womb! While she was in labor, one of them put out his hand, and 
the midwife tied a crimson thread on that hand, to signify: This one came out first. But just then 
he drew back his hand, and out came his brother; and she said, “What a breach you have made 
for yourself!” So he was named Perez. Afterward his brother came out, on whose hand was the 
crimson thread; he was named Zerah. 

Reflective Question 
 
Think of the last uncomfortable leadership situation you were in. Describe it and evaluate how 
you handled it.  
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
What’s an uncomfortable truth you need to confront? What’s holding you back? What do you 
need to do to lean into it? 


