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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Turning Strangers into Angels I Dr. Erica Brown I October 21, 2021 
 

 

 
James Tissot, “Abraham and the Three Angels” c.1900, gouache on board, 7 3/4 x 11 5/16, Jewish Museum, NYC 

 
Genesis 18:1-8 

ֹום׃ ם ַהיֶּֽ ֶהל ְכֹחֵׁ֥ ַתח־ָהֹאֵ֖ ב ֶפֶּֽ ֵׁ֥ א ְו֛הּוא ֹישֵּ ֵ֑ ֵ֖י ַמְמרֵּ ֹלנֵּ ה ְבאֵּ ָלי֙ו ְיֹהָוָ֔ א אֵּ   ַויֵָּרָ֤

ַתח הָ  ֶפָׁ֣ ְקָראָת֙ם מִּ ְרא ַוָיָָׇּ֤֤רץ לִּ יו ַוַיַּ֗ ים ָעָלֵ֑ ֵ֖ ָצבִּ ים נִּ ה ֲאָנשִָּ֔ נֵּ֙ה ְשֹלָשָׁ֣ ְרא ְוהִּ יָני֙ו ַוַיָ֔ א עֵּ ָשָ֤ חּו ַויִּ ְשַתֵ֖ ֶהל ַויִּ ְרָצה׃ֹאָ֔ ָאֶּֽ   

ָך׃ ל ַעְבֶדֶּֽ ַעֵׁ֥ ר מֵּ יָך ַאל־ָנֵׁ֥א ַתֲעֹבֵ֖ יֶנָ֔ ֙ן ְבעֵּ י חֵּ אתִּ א ָמָצָ֤ ם־ָנָ֨ י אִּ ר ֲאֹדָנַּ֗   ַויֹאַמֵ֑

ץ׃ ֶּֽ ַחת ָהעֵּ ּו ַתֵׁ֥ ָשֲענֵ֖ ֶּֽ יֶכֵ֑ם ְוהִּ ּו ַרְגלֵּ ם ְוַרֲחצֵ֖ יִּ ח־ָנָׁ֣א ְמַעט־ַמָ֔   יַֻקֶּֽ

י־ ֶּֽ רּו כִּ ר ַתֲעֹבָ֔ ְבֶכ֙ם ַאַחָׁ֣ ּו לִּ ֶחם ְוַסֲעדָ֤ ה ַפת־ֶלֶ֜ ְרָת׃ְוֶאְקָחָ֨ ַבֶּֽ ר דִּ ה ַכֲאֶשֵׁ֥ ן ַתֲעֶשֵ֖ ֵׁ֥ ּו כֵּ אְמרָ֔ ָֹׁ֣ ל־ַעְבְדֶכֵ֑ם ַוי ם ַעֶּֽ ן ֲעַבְרֶתֵ֖ ֵׁ֥ ַעל־כֵּ   

ֹות׃ י ֻעגֶּֽ ֵׁ֥ י ַוֲעשִּ ּושִּ ֶלת לֵ֖ ַמח ֹסָ֔ י֙ם ֶקָׁ֣ ש ְסאִּ י ְשֹלָ֤ ִ֞ אֶמר ַמֲהרִּ ַֹּ֗ ה ַוי ֱהָלה ֶאל־ָשָרֵ֑ ם ָהֹאֵ֖ ר ַאְבָרָה֛ ֵ֧   ַוְיַמהֵּ
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ם ַויִּ  ץ ַאְבָרָהֵ֑ ר ָרָׁ֣ ֹו׃ְוֶאל־ַהָבָקֵ֖ ֹות ֹאתֶּֽ ר ַלֲעשֵׁ֥ ֵ֖ ַער ַוְיַמהֵּ ן ֶאל־ַהַנָ֔ ָׁ֣ תֵּ ְך ָוטֹו֙ב ַויִּ ר ַרָ֤ ח ֶבן־ָבָקֶ֜ ַקָ֨   

ץ וַ  ֵ֖ ַחת ָהעֵּ ם ַתֵׁ֥ יֶה֛ ד ֲעלֵּ ֵ֧ ּוא־ֹעמֵּ ם ְוהֶּֽ ְפנֵּיֶהֵ֑ ן לִּ ֵ֖ תֵּ ה ַויִּ ר ָעָשָ֔ ב ּוֶבן־ַהָבָק֙ר ֲאֶשָׁ֣ ה ְוָחָלַּ֗ ח ֶחְמָאֶ֜ ַקָ֨ לּו׃ַויִּ ֶּֽ יֹאכֵּ   

 

 

The Lord appeared to him by the terebinths of Mamre; he was sitting at the entrance of the tent as the day 
grew hot. Looking up, he saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them, he ran from the entrance 
of the tent to greet them and, bowing to the ground, he said, “My lords, if it please you, do not go on past 
your servant. Let a little water be brought; bathe your feet and recline under the tree. And let me fetch a 
morsel of bread that you may refresh yourselves; then go on—seeing that you have come your servant’s way.” 
They replied, “Do as you have said.” Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Quick, three seahs of 
choice flour! Knead and make cakes!” Then Abraham ran to the herd, took a calf, tender and choice, and gave 
it to a servant-boy, who hastened to prepare it. He took curds and milk and the calf that had been prepared 
and set these before them; and he waited on them under the tree as they ate. 

 
Reflective Question 
 
Describe in detail the kindest thing a stranger ever did or said to you. 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
Create a moment of legendary hospitality in your leadership.  


