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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

The Price of Rejection I Erica Brown I October 28, 2021 
 

 
Galleries have acquired Giuseppe Bezzuoli, “The Expulsion of Hagar,” oil on canvas, (1784) The Uffizi 

 
Genesis 21:14-19 

ם  רָהֵָּ֣ ֵּ֣ם אַבְׁ כ  ַֽ׀וַיַשְׁ אֶת־הַיֶֶּ֖לֶד וִַּֽ הּ וְׁ מָָ֛ ם עַל־שִכְׁ ר שָָׂ֧ גָָ֠ ן אֶל־הָָ֠ ֵּ֣ יִם וַיִת  מַת מַַ֜ ח ֵ֨ חֶםֶ֩ וְׁ ח־לֶֶ֩ קִַּֽ קֶר וַיִִּֽ א    בַב ֹּ֡ ר בְׁ בֶַּ֖ מִדְׁ תַע בְׁ לֶךְ וַת ֵּ֔ ֵּ֣ הָ וַת  חֶֶ֑ שַלְׁ יְׁ  

בַע׃   שִָּֽ

ם׃ ד הַשִיחִִּֽ חַת אַחַ  לֶד תֶַּ֖ ךְ אֶת־הַיֵֶּ֔ ֵּ֣ ל  מֶת וַתַשְׁ ֶ֑ יִם מִן־הַח  וּ הַמֶַּ֖ ל    וַיִכְׁ

שֶ  ֵּ֣ וֹת הַיֶָ֑לֶד וַת  מֵּ֣ ה בְׁ אֶֶּ֖ ה אַל־אֶרְׁ רֵָּ֔ מְׁ י אִָּֽ שֶת כִֵּ֣ ֵּ֣י קֵֶּ֔ טַחֲו  ק֙ כִמְׁ ח  גֶד הַרְׁ הּ מִנֶֶּ֗ שֶב לַָ֜ לֶךְֶ֩ וַת ֵ֨ ׃וַת ֶ֩ ךְׁ בְׁ ִּֽ הּ וַת  לֶָּ֖ א אֶת־ק  גֶד וַתִשָ  ב מִנֵֶּ֔   
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ים  ךְ אֱלֹהִִ֤ אֵַ֨ רָאֶ֩ מַלְׁ עַרַּ֒ וַיִקְׁ וֹל הַנַַּ֒ ע אֱלֹהִים֮ אֶת־קֵּ֣ מֵַּ֣ ע׀וַיִשְׁ י־שָמַָׂ֧ י כִִּֽ אִֵּ֔ ירְׁ ךְ הָגֶָ֑ר אַל־תִֵּ֣ הּ מַה־לֵָּ֣ אמֶר לֶָּ֖ יִם וַי    אֶל־הָגָר֙ מִן־הַשָמֵַּ֔  

ם׃ ר הוּא־שִָּֽ וֹל הַנֶַּ֖עַר בַאֲשֶ  ים אֶל־ק    אֱלֹהִָ֛

נוּ׃ וֹל אֲשִימִֶּֽ וֹי גָדֶּ֖ ג  י־לְׁ וֹ כִִּֽ ךְ בֶ֑ ֶּ֖ הַחֲזִ יקִי אֶת־יָד  עַר וְׁ י אֶת־הַנֵַּ֔ אִֵּ֣   ק֚וּמִי שְׁ

מֶת֙ וַיִפְׁ  א אֶת־הַח ֙ ִ֤ מַל  לֶךְ וַתְׁ יִם וַת ַ֜ ר מֶָ֑ ֵּ֣ א  רֶא בְׁ ֶּ֖ יהָ וַת  ינֵֶּ֔ ח אֱלֹהִים֙ אֶת־ע  קִַ֤  

Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He 
placed them over her shoulder, together with the child, and sent her away. And she wandered 
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water was gone from the skin, she left the child 
under one of the bushes, and went and sat down at a distance, a bowshot away; for she thought, 
“Let me not look on as the child dies.” And sitting thus afar, she burst into tears. God heard the 
cry of the boy, and an angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles 
you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heeded the cry of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy 
and hold him by the hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and 
she saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and let the boy drink. 
 
Reflective Question 
 
Name and describe a time when you suffered rejection. How did it make you feel? Looking 
back, share the blessing that came with the rejection. 
 
 
Leadership Challenge  
 
What solution to a desperate problem might be right in front of your eyes? 


