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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

The Price of Rejection I Erica Brown I October 28, 2021 
 

 
Galleries have acquired Giuseppe Bezzuoli, “The Expulsion of Hagar,” oil on canvas, (1784) The Uffizi 

 
Genesis 21:14-19 

ם  ָרָהֵּ֣ ֵּ֣ם ַאבְׁ כ  ַֽ׀ַוַישְׁ ֶאת־ַהֶיֶֶּ֖לד ַוִּֽ ּה וְׁ ָמָ֛ ם ַעל־ִשכְׁ ר ָשָׂ֧ ָגָ֠ ן ֶאל־ָהָ֠ ֵּ֣ ִים ַוִית  ַמת ַמַ֜ ח ֵ֨ ֶחםֶ֩ וְׁ ח־ֶלֶ֩ ַקִּֽ ֶקר ַוִיִּֽ א    ַבב ֹּ֡ ר בְׁ ַבֶּ֖ ִמדְׁ ַתע בְׁ ֶלְך ַות ֵּ֔ ֵּ֣ ָה ַות  ֶחֶ֑ ַשלְׁ יְׁ  

ַבע׃   ָשִּֽ

ם׃ ד ַהִשיִחִּֽ ַחת ַאַח  ֶלד ַתֶּ֖ ְך ֶאת־ַהֶיֵּ֔ ֵּ֣ ל  ֶמת ַוַתשְׁ ֶ֑ ִים ִמן־ַהח  ּו ַהַמֶּ֖ ל    ַוִיכְׁ

שֶ  ֵּ֣ ֹות ַהָיֶֶ֑לד ַות  מֵּ֣ ה בְׁ ֶאֶּ֖ ה ַאל־ֶארְׁ ָרֵּ֔ מְׁ י ָאִּֽ ֶשת ִכֵּ֣ ֵּ֣י ֶקֵּ֔ ַטֲחו  ֙ק ִכמְׁ ח  ֶגד ַהרְׁ ּה ִמֶנֶּ֗ ֶשב ָלַ֜ ֶלְךֶ֩ ַות ֵ֨ ׃ַות ֶ֩ ךְׁ בְׁ ִּֽ ּה ַות  ָלֶּ֖ א ֶאת־ק  ֶגד ַוִתָש  ב ִמֶנֵּ֔   
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ים  ְך ֱאֹלִהִ֤ ַאֵ֨ ָראֶ֩ ַמלְׁ ַערַּ֒ ַוִיקְׁ ֹול ַהַנַּ֒ ע ֱאֹלִהי֮ם ֶאת־קֵּ֣ ַמֵּ֣ ע׀ַוִישְׁ י־ָשַמָׂ֧ י ִכִּֽ ִאֵּ֔ ירְׁ ְך ָהָגֶ֑ר ַאל־ִתֵּ֣ ּה ַמה־ָלֵּ֣ אֶמר ָלֶּ֖ ִים ַוי    ֶאל־ָהָג֙ר ִמן־ַהָשַמֵּ֔  

ם׃ ר הּוא־ָשִּֽ ֹול ַהַנֶַּ֖ער ַבֲאֶש  ים ֶאל־ק    ֱאֹלִהָ֛

נּו׃ ֹול ֲאִשיֶמִּֽ ֹוי ָגדֶּ֖ ג  י־לְׁ ֹו ִכִּֽ ְך בֶ֑ ֶּ֖ ַהֲחִז יִקי ֶאת־ָיד  ַער וְׁ י ֶאת־ַהַנֵּ֔ ִאֵּ֣   ֚קּוִמי שְׁ

ֶמת֙ ַוִיפְׁ  א ֶאת־ַהח ֙ ִ֤ ַמל  ֶלְך ַותְׁ ִים ַות ַ֜ ר ָמֶ֑ ֵּ֣ א  ֶרא בְׁ ֶּ֖ יָה ַות  יֶנֵּ֔ ח ֱאֹלִהי֙ם ֶאת־ע  ַקִ֤  

Early next morning Abraham took some bread and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar. He 
placed them over her shoulder, together with the child, and sent her away. And she wandered 
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. When the water was gone from the skin, she left the child 
under one of the bushes, and went and sat down at a distance, a bowshot away; for she thought, 
“Let me not look on as the child dies.” And sitting thus afar, she burst into tears. God heard the 
cry of the boy, and an angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What troubles 
you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has heeded the cry of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy 
and hold him by the hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and 
she saw a well of water. She went and filled the skin with water and let the boy drink. 
 
Reflective Question 
 
Name and describe a time when you suffered rejection. How did it make you feel? Looking 
back, share the blessing that came with the rejection. 
 
 
Leadership Challenge  
 
What solution to a desperate problem might be right in front of your eyes? 


