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Abraham’s oath to the Philistine King Abimelech. Lithograp. University of Toronto Wenceslaus Hollar Digital Collection 

Genesis 26:15-22 

ום עָפָָֽ  ים וַיְמַלְאֵ֖ שְתִִּ֔ ום פְלִּ תְמֵ֣ יו סִּ ִ֑ ם אָבִּ י אַבְרָהֵָ֣ ימֵֵ֖ יו בִּ י אָבִִּ֔ פְרוּ֙ עַבְדֵֵ֣ ר חָָֽ ֶׁ֤ ת אֲש  ר׃וְכׇל־הַבְאֵר ֹ֗   

ד׃ נּו מְא ָֽ ֵ֖ מ  מְתָ מִּ י־עָצַֹּ֥ ָֽ נו כִּ מִָ֔ עִּ ךְ מֵָֽ ק לֵֵ֚ צְחִָ֑ ל־יִּ ךְ א  ל  ֵ֖ ימ  ר אֲבִּ אמ    וַי ֹּ֥

ם׃וַיֵֹּ֥ ב שָָֽ ר וַיֵֹּ֥ש  חַל־גְרֵָ֖ חַן בְנַָֽ ֹּ֥ ק וַיִּ צְחִָ֑ ם יִּ שֵָ֖ ךְ מִּ ל    

ר  ק וַיַחְפ ֵ֣ צְחָָ֜ שׇב יִּ ם ׀וַיָָּ֨ וֹת אַבְרָהִָ֑ י מֵ֣ ים אַחֲרֵֵ֖ שְתִִּ֔ ום פְלִּ יו וַיְסַתְמֵ֣ ם אָבִִּ֔ ימֵיּ֙ אַבְרָהֵָ֣ פְרוּ֙ בִּ ר חָָֽ ֶׁ֤ ם אֲש  יִּ ת הַמַֹ֗ ת־בְאֵר ֵ֣ ןּ֙  א  א לָה  קְרֶָׁ֤ וַיִּ  

יו׃שֵ  ָֽ ן אָבִּ ֵ֖ א לָה  ר־קָרָֹּ֥ ת אֲש  וֹת כַשֵמ ֹ֕ מִ֔   

ים׃ ָֽ ם חַיִּ יִּ ר מַֹּ֥ ם בְאֵֵ֖ מְצְאו־שִָ֔ ק בַנִָּ֑חַל וַיִָּּ֨ צְחֵָ֖ י־יִּ ו עַבְדֵָֽ   וַיַחְפְרֹּ֥



 

 

 ָֽ י הִּ ֹּ֥ ק כִּ ש  ם־הַבְאֵרּ֙ עִֵ֔ א שֵָֽ קְרֶָׁ֤ ם וַיִּ יִּ נו הַמִָ֑ ר לֵָ֣ ק לֵאמ ֵ֖ צְחָָ֛ י יִּ עֵֹּ֥ ם־ר  ר עִּ י גְרָֹ֗ עֵֵ֣ יבו ר  ָ֜ וֹ׃וַיָרִּ מָֽ ו עִּ תְעַשְקֵ֖   

טְנָָֽה׃ הּ שִּ א שְמֵָ֖ קְרָֹּ֥ יהָ וַיִּ ִ֑ יבו גַם־עָל  ֵ֖ ת וַיָרִּ ר  ר אַח ִ֔ ַֽיַחְפְרוּ֙ בְאֵֵ֣   וַָֽ

י־עַ  ָֽ ר כִּ אמ  וֹת וַי ֹ֗ בִ֔ א שְמָהּּ֙ רְח  קְרֶָׁ֤ יהָ וַיִּ ִ֑ ו עָל  א רָבֵ֖ ת וְל ֹּ֥ ר  ר אַח ִ֔ רּ֙ בְאֵֵ֣ ם וַיַחְפ  שָֹ֗ ק מִּ יבוַיַעְתֵֵ֣ ִ֧ רְחִּ ה הִּ ץ׃ תָָּ֞ ר  ינו בָאָָֽ ֹּ֥ נו ופָרִּ וָָ֛ה לֵָ֖ יְה   

 

And the Philistines stopped up all the wells which his father’s servants had dug in the days of his 
father Abraham, filling them with earth. And Abimelech said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you 
have become far too big for us.” So Isaac departed from there and encamped in the wadi of 
Gerar, where he settled. Isaac dug anew the wells which had been dug in the days of his father 
Abraham and which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham’s death; and he gave them 
the same names that his father had given them. But when Isaac’s servants, digging in the wadi, 
found there a well of spring water, the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, 
saying, “The water is ours.” He named that well Esek, because they contended with him. And 
when they dug another well, they disputed over that one also; so he named it Sitnah. He moved 
from there and dug yet another well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he called it Rehoboth, 
saying, “Now at last the Lord has granted us ample space to increase in the land.”  

Reflective Question 

When, in your leadership, did you work hard to preserve what had been done by your 
predecessor and when have you had to go in a different direction? 

Leadership Challenge 

Consider naming or renaming an initiative to communicate a specific message. 


