
 

 

 

THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Leadership and an Identity Crisis I Erica Brown I November 4, 2021 
 

 
François Maitre, “Birth of Esau and Jacob” (c.1480) 
Museum Meermanno Westreenianum, The Hague 

Genesis 25:20-24 

ם אֲח֛וֹת  ן אֲרָָ֑ י מִפַדַַּ֖ אֲרַמִָ֔ ה בַת־בְתוּאֵל֙ הָָֽ ת־רִבְקָָ֗ וֹ אֶּ ה בְקַחְתִ֣ ים שָנָָ֔ ן־אַרְבָעִִ֣ י יִצְחָק֙ בֶּ ה׃וַיְהִִ֤ וֹ לְאִשָָֽ י לָ֥ ן הָאֲרַמִַּ֖ לָבָָ֥   

יהֹוָה֙ לְ  ק לַָֽ ר יִצְחִָ֤ וֹ׃וַיֶּעְתַַּ֨ ה אִשְתָֽ הַר רִבְקָָ֥ ה וַתַַּ֖ ר לוֹ֙ יְהֹוָָ֔ תֶּ וא וַיֵעִָ֤ ה הִָ֑ י עֲקָרַָּ֖ וֹ כִָ֥ כַח אִשְתָ֔ נִֹ֣   

ה׃ ת־יְהֹוָָֽ ש אֶּ ךְ לִדְרָֹ֥ לֶּ כִי וַתֵַּ֖ ַּ֖ה אָנָֹ֑ מָה זֶּ ן לָָ֥ ר אִם־כֵָ֔ אמֶּ הּ וַתִֹ֣ וּ הַבָנִים֙ בְקִרְבָָ֔ צְצִ֤   וַיִתְרָֹֽ

הּ שְנִֵ֤י  ה לָָ֗ ר יְהֹוָָ֜ אמֶּ ַֹּ֨ יר׃ ]גוֹיִם֙[ ים()גיוַי ד צָעִָֽ ב יַעֲבָֹ֥ ץ וְרַַּ֖ אֱמָָ֔ ָֽ ם יֶּ דוּ וּלְאֹם֙ מִלְאִֹ֣ יִךְ יִפָרֵָ֑ ים מִמֵעַַּ֖ ךְ וּשְנִֵ֣י לְאֻמִָ֔ בְבִטְנֵָ֔   



 

 

הּ  ם בְבִטְנָָֽ ת וְהִנֵָ֥ה תוֹמִַּ֖ דֶּ ָ֑ יהָ לָלֶּ ַּ֖ וּ יָמֶּ  וַיִמְלְאָ֥

 
 
Isaac was forty years old when he took to wife Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 
Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac pleaded with the Lord on behalf of his wife, 
because she was barren; and the Lord responded to his plea, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 
But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do I exist?” She went to 
inquire of the Lord, and the Lord answered her, “Two nations are in your womb, Two separate 
peoples shall issue from your body; One people shall be mightier than the other, And the older 
shall serve the younger.” When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her 
womb. 

Reflective Question 
 
Describe a “why-do-I-exist” moment in your leadership. 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
Identify a person in your own leadership circles who may be having a “why-do-I-exist” moment 
and reach out.  
 


