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François Maitre, “Birth of Esau and Jacob” (c.1480) 
Museum Meermanno Westreenianum, The Hague 

Genesis 25:20-24 

ם ֲא֛חֹות  ן ֲאָרָ֑ י ִמַפַדַּ֖ ֲאַרִמָ֔ ה ַבת־ְבתּוֵאל֙ ָהָֽ ת־ִרְבָקָ֗ ֹו אֶּ ה ְבַקְחתִ֣ ים ָשָנָ֔ ן־ַאְרָבִעִ֣ י ִיְצָח֙ק בֶּ ה׃ַוְיִהִ֤ ֹו ְלִאָשָֽ י לָ֥ ן ָהֲאַרִמַּ֖ ָלָבָ֥   

יֹהָו֙ה לְ  ק ַלָֽ ר ִיְצָחִ֤ ֹו׃ַויְֶּעַתַּ֨ ה ִאְשתָֽ ַהר ִרְבָקָ֥ ה ַוַתַּ֖ ר לֹ֙ו ְיֹהָוָ֔ תֶּ וא ַוֵיָעִ֤ ה ִהָ֑ י ֲעָקָרַּ֖ ֹו ִכָ֥ ַכח ִאְשתָ֔ ֹנִ֣   

ה׃ ת־ְיֹהָוָֽ ש אֶּ ְך ִלְדֹרָ֥ לֶּ ִכי ַוֵתַּ֖ ַּ֖ה ָאֹנָ֑ ָמה זֶּ ן ָלָ֥ ר ִאם־ֵכָ֔ אמֶּ ּה ַותִֹ֣ ּו ַהָבִני֙ם ְבִקְרָבָ֔ ְצצִ֤   ַוִיְתֹרָֽ

ּה ְשֵנִ֤י  ה ָלָ֗ ר ְיֹהָוָ֜ אמֶּ ַֹּ֨ יר׃ ]גֹוִי֙ם[ ים()גיַוי ד ָצִעָֽ ב ַיֲעֹבָ֥ ץ ְוַרַּ֖ ֱאָמָ֔ ָֽ ם יֶּ דּו ּוְלֹא֙ם ִמְלֹאִ֣ ִיְך ִיָפֵרָ֑ ים ִמֵמַעַּ֖ ְך ּוְשֵנִ֣י ְלֻאִמָ֔ ְבִבְטֵנָ֔   



 

 

ּה  ם ְבִבְטָנָֽ ת ְוִהֵנָ֥ה תֹוִמַּ֖ דֶּ ָ֑ יָה ָללֶּ ַּ֖ ּו ָימֶּ  ַוִיְמְלאָ֥

 
 
Isaac was forty years old when he took to wife Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of 
Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac pleaded with the Lord on behalf of his wife, 
because she was barren; and the Lord responded to his plea, and his wife Rebekah conceived. 
But the children struggled in her womb, and she said, “If so, why do I exist?” She went to 
inquire of the Lord, and the Lord answered her, “Two nations are in your womb, Two separate 
peoples shall issue from your body; One people shall be mightier than the other, And the older 
shall serve the younger.” When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her 
womb. 

Reflective Question 
 
Describe a “why-do-I-exist” moment in your leadership. 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
Identify a person in your own leadership circles who may be having a “why-do-I-exist” moment 
and reach out.  
 


