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David Colyn, “Joseph Thrown into a Pit,” oil on panel, 1644 (51.1 x 71 cm), The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, MD 

 
Genesis 37:19-25, 30-33 

 

א׃  עַל הַחֲלֹמ֥וֹת הַלָזֶ֖ה בָָּֽ ה בַַּ֛ יו הִנ ֵּ֗ ישׁ אֶל־אָחִִ֑ ֹּאמְר֖וּ אִִ֣  וַי

ה  וְעַתִָ֣ ה מַה־יִהְי֖וּ  ה אֲכָלִָ֑תְהוּ וְנִרְאֶַ֕ רְנוּ חַיָ֥ה רָעָ֖ ר֔וֹת וְאָמַַ֕ ד הַבֹּ הוֵּ֙ בְאַחִַ֣ הוּ וְנַשְׁלִכ ֵ֙ הַרְג ֵּ֗ וּ וְנַָּֽ יו׃ לְכִ֣ תָָּֽ   חֲלֹמֹּ

ן וַיַ  ע רְאוּב ֔ פֶשׁ׃ וַיִשְׁמִַ֣ נוּ נָָּֽ א נַכֶ֖ ֹּ֥ אמֶר ל ַֹּ֕ ם וַי הוּ מִיָדִָ֑ ֖ צִל   

ם הִֶ֣ אמֶר אֲל  ֹֹּּ֨  ׀ וַי וֹ לְ  ר וְיָד֖ אַל־תִשְׁלְחוּ־בִ֑ ר בַמִדְבָ֔ וֹר הַזֶהֵ֙ אֲשִֶׁ֣ וֹ אֶל־הַבּ֤ תֵּ֗ יכוּ אֹּ ן֮ אַל־תִשְׁפְכוּ־דָם֒ הַשְׁלִִ֣ ם  רְאוּב  תוֵֹ֙ מִיָדָ֔ יל אֹּ עַן הַצִּ֤ מֵַּ֗

יו׃ לַהֲשִׁיב֖וֹ אֶל־ אָבִָּֽ  



 

 

ים אֲשֶׁ֥  נֶת הַפַסִ֖ נְת֔וֹ אֶת־כְתֹּ֥ ףֵ֙ אֶת־כֻּתׇּ יטוּ אֶת־יוֹס  יו וַיַפְשִּׁ֤ ף אֶל־אֶחִָ֑ ֖ א יוֹס  אֲשֶׁר־בָ֥ י כַָּֽ ַֽיְהִַ֕ יו׃  וַָּֽ ר עָלָָּֽ  

יִם׃  ין ב֖וֹ מָָּֽ ֥ ק א  ֔ וֹר ר  רָה וְהַבִ֣ ת֖וֹ הַבִֹּ֑ כוּ אֹּ הוּ וַיַשְׁלִ֥ קָחֻּ֔  וַיִֹּ֨

ל־לֶ֒  אֱכׇּ חֶם֒ וַי שְׁבוּ֮ לֶָּֽ  

 

ם׃  נֶת בַדָָּֽ ים וַיִטְבְל֥וּ אֶת־הַכֻּתֹּ֖ יר עִזִ֔ ַֽיִשְׁחֲטוֵּ֙ שְעִִ֣ ף וַָּֽ ִ֑ נֶת יוֹס   וַיִקְח֖וּ אֶת־כְתִֹּ֣

נֶת בִ  א הַכְתֹֹּ֧ אנוּ הַכֶר־נֵָּ֗ את מָצִָ֑ ִֹּ֣ ֹּאמְר֖וּ ז ם וַי יאוֵּ֙ אֶל־אֲבִיהֶ֔ ים וַיָבִֵ֙ נֶת הַפַסִֵּ֗ ַֽיְשַׁלְח֞וּ אֶת־כְתִֹּ֣ וא וַָּֽ א׃ נְךַּ֛ הִ֖ ָֹּּֽ אִם־ל  

ף׃ ָּֽ ף יוֹס  רַ֖ ף טֹּ תְהוּ טָרֹּ֥ ה אֲכָלִָ֑ י חַיָ֥ה רָעָ֖ נֶת בְנִ֔ אמֶרֵ֙ כְתִֹּ֣ ֵֹּ֙ הּ וַי  וַיַכִירָּ֤

They saw him [Joseph] from afar, and before he came close to them, they conspired to kill him. 
They said to one another, “Here comes that dreamer! Come now, let us kill him and throw him 
into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him.’ We shall see what comes 
of his dreams!” But when Reuben heard it, he tried to save him from them. He said, “Let us not 
take his life.” And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood! Cast him into that pit out in the wilderness, 
but do not touch him yourselves”—intending to save him from them and restore him to his 
father. When Joseph came up to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the 
ornamented tunic that he was wearing, and took him and cast him into the pit. The pit was 
empty; there was no water in it. Then they sat down to a meal…Then they took Joseph’s tunic, 
slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in the blood. They had the ornamented tunic taken to 
their father, and they said, “We found this. Please examine it; is it your son’s tunic or not?” He 
recognized it, and said, “My son’s tunic! A savage beast devoured him! Joseph was torn by a 
beast!” 

 

Reflective Question 
 
Describe an interaction when someone treated you callously. How would you have handled it 
differently? 
 
Leadership Challenge 
 
Barbara Kellerman devotes chapter to callousness in her book Bad Leadership. Do you have a 
leadership opportunity right now to soften the callousness of someone else? How can you act 
upon it? 


