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David Colyn, “Joseph Thrown into a Pit,” oil on panel, 1644 (51.1 x 71 cm), The Walters Art Museum, Baltimore, MD

Genesis 37:19-25, 30-33
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They saw him [Joseph] from afar, and before he came close to them, they conspired to kill him.
They said to one another, “Here comes that dreamer! Come now, let us kill him and throw him
into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him.” We shall see what comes
of his dreams!” But when Reuben heard it, he tried to save him from them. He said, “Let us not
take his life.” And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood! Cast him into that pit out in the wilderness,
but do not touch him yourselves” —intending to save him from them and restore him to his
father. When Joseph came up to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic, the
ornamented tunic that he was wearing, and took him and cast him into the pit. The pit was
empty; there was no water in it. Then they sat down to a meal...Then they took Joseph’s tunic,
slaughtered a kid, and dipped the tunic in the blood. They had the ornamented tunic taken to
their father, and they said, “We found this. Please examine it; is it your son’s tunic or not?” He
recognized it, and said, “My son’s tunic! A savage beast devoured him! Joseph was torn by a
beast!”

Reflective Question

Describe an interaction when someone treated you callously. How would you have handled it
differently?

Leadership Challenge
Barbara Kellerman devotes chapter to callousness in her book Bad Leadership. Do you have a

leadership opportunity right now to soften the callousness of someone else? How can you act
upon it?




