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THE TORAH OF LEADERSHIP 
 

Wrestling and Blessing I Erica Brown I December 9, 2021 

 

 
 Alexander Louis Leloir, “Jacob Wrestling with an Angel” (1865) 

Musee des Beaux-Arts, Clermont-Ferrand 

Genesis 32:25-29 

ַחר׃ ָּֽׁ ֹות ַהשָּ ד ֲעלֵ֥ ֹו ַעֹ֖ מּ֔ ישׁ֙ עִּ ק אִּ ֵ֥ בֵּ ֹו ַויֵּאָּ ב ְלַבדּ֑ ר ַיֲעק ֹ֖ ֵ֥ וָּתֵּ   ַויִּ

ֹו׃ מָּֽׁ ֹו עִּ ְבקֹ֖ ָּֽׁ אָּ ב ְבהֵּ ַקעׁ֙ ַכף־ֶיִֶֶּ֣֣רְך ַיֲעק ּ֔ ֹו ַותֵּׁ֙ כּ֑ ַגֹ֖ע ְבַכף־ְירֵּ ֹו ַויִּ לׁ֙ לּ֔ א יָּכ  י ל ֹ֤ ִּ֣ ְרא כִּ   ַוַיַּ֗

י׃וַ  נִּ ָּֽׁ ַרְכתָּ ם־בֵּ י אִּ ֹ֖ ֲחךּ֔ כִּ לֵּ א ֲאַשָּֽׁ אֶמרׁ֙ ל ִּ֣ ַחר ַוי ׁ֙ ּ֑ ה ַהשָּ ֹ֖ לָּ י עָּ ֵ֥ י כִּ נִּ אֶמר ַשְלחֵּּ֔ י ִּ֣   

ב׃ אֶמר ַיֲעק ָּֽׁ ך ַוי ֹ֖ יו ַמה־ְשֶמּ֑ ֹ֖ לָּ אֶמר אֵּ   ַוי ֵ֥

ם־ֱאֹלהִּ   יתָּ עִּ ִ֧ רִּ י־שָּ ָּֽׁ ל כִּ ּ֑ אֵּ ְשרָּ ם־יִּ י אִּ ֹ֖ ְמךּ֔ כִּ ר עֹודׁ֙ שִּ ֵ֥ מֵּ בׁ֙ יֵּאָּ א ַיֲעק  אֶמר ל ֹ֤ ל׃ַוי ַּ֗ ָּֽׁ ים ַותוכָּ ֹ֖ ם־ֲאנָּשִּ ים ְועִּ   

Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the break of dawn. When he saw that 
he had not prevailed against him, he wrenched Jacob’s hip at its socket, so that the socket of his 
hip was strained as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for dawn is breaking.” But 
he answered, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” Said the other, “What is your name?” 
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He replied, “Jacob.” Said he, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel, for you have 
striven beings divine and human, and have prevailed.”  

Reflective Question 

What is the relationship of suffering and blessing in your life? 

Leadership Challenge 

Think of a moment in your leadership where you deeply wrestled and you felt alone. Who do 
you know who is wrestling in leadership and would appreciate your support right now?  

 


