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How Do We Love God?

Wexner Heritage Alumni Series session 4, February 23, 2022

Rabbi Shai Held - held@hadar.org

1. Ahavah Rabbah
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You have loved us with great love, Lord our God, and with surpassing compassion have You
had compassion on us. Our Father, our King, for the sake of our ancestors who trusted in You,
and to whom You taught the laws of life, be gracious also to us and teach us. Our Father,
compassionate Father, ever compassionate, have compassion on us. Instill in our hearts the
desire to understand and discern, to listen, learn, and teach, to observe, perform, and fulfill all
the teachings of Your Torah in love. Enlighten our eyes in Your Torah and let our hearts cling to
Your commandments. Unite our hearts to love and revere Your name, so that we may never
be ashamed. And because we have trusted in Your holy, great, and revered name, may we be
glad and rejoice in Your salvation. Bring us back in peace from the four quarters of the earth
and lead us upright to our land. For You are a God who performs acts of salvation, and You
chose us from all peoples and tongues, bringing us close to Your great name for ever in truth,
that we may thank You and proclaim your Oneness in love. Blessed are You, Lord, who
chooses His people Israel in love.
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2. Deuteronomy 4:6-8
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*Observe them faithfully, for that will be proof of your wisdom and discernment to other
peoples, who on hearing of all these laws will say, “Surely, that great nation is a wise and
discerning people.” 'For what great nation is there that has a god so close at hand as is the
LORD our God whenever we call upon Him? ®Or what great nation has laws and rules as

perfect as all this Teaching that | set before you this day?
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Open my eyes, that | may perceive the wonders of Your teaching.
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Your hands made me and fashioned me; give me understanding that | may learn Your
commandments.

4. Psalm 36:10
With You is the fountain of life; by Your light do we see light.
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5. Psalm 100:2
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worship the LORD in gladness; come into His presence with shouts of joy.
6. Radak on Psalm 100:2
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The service of God should not be a burden but rather performed with joy and gladness.
7. Psalm112:1
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Hallelujah. Happy is the man who fears the LORD, who is ardently devoted to His

commandments.
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8. a.Babylonian Talmud Avodah Zarah 19a
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The verse continues: “He delights greatly in His mitzvot.” Rabbi Elazar says: The person
delights in His mitzvot themselves and not in the reward for performing His mitzvot. And
this is the same as we learned in a mishnah (Avot 1:3): Antigonus of Sokho would say: Do
not be like the servants who serve the master on the condition of receiving a reward;
rather, be like the servants who serve the master not on the condition that they receive a
reward.

8 b. Rashi on Babylonian Talmud Avodah Zarah 19a
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And not for the reward of His mitzvot—that he serves his Creator out of love of God and out
of love of the mitzvot of God’s mouth, and not in order to receive a reward.
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Not on the condition of receiving a reward — Let your heart be with God, even if | won’t be
rewarded in the end, | love my Creator and delight in His mitzvot.

9. Sifre Deuteronomy Parashat Va’Ethanan 32
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And love the Lord your God — perform God’s commandments from love.

10. Sifre Deuteronomy Parashat Eikev 41
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To love the Lord your God — you might say, “I am going to study Torah to become rich” or “so
that | will be called Rabbi,” or “to receive a reward in the world-to-come.” Therefore, scripture
says, “Love the Lord your God” — whatever you do should be done only out of love.
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11.Yeshayahu Leibowitz, Judaism, Human Values, and the Jewish State, p. 45

The acceptance of the yoke of Torah and Mitzvoth is the love of God, and it is this that
constitutes faith in God. Man’s faith in a God who eludes all predication of attributes and the
love he bears for a God who cannot be imagined can only mean the readiness of man to serve
God by observing his Torah and its precepts.

12.R. Yeruham Levovitz, Da’at Hokhmah U-Musar, p. 197
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The very foundation of the mitzvot is attachment and cleaving to God... when a person
performs a mitzvah, they are cleaved to the Blessed Creator.

13. Sifre Deuteronomy, Parashat Va’Ethanan 33
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And these words that | command you this day should be on your heart — Rabbi [Yehudah
HaNasi] says, why does it say this? Because Scripture says, “And you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart.” | do not know just how one is supposed to love God. Thus, Scripture
says, “And these words that | command you today should be on your heart” — meaning, take
these words to heart, for thus you will recognize the One who spoke and the world came into
being, and you will cling to God’s ways.

14. Babylonian Talmud Pesahim 49b
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“Moses commanded us the Torah, an inheritance [morashah] for the congregation of Jacob”
(Deuteronomy 33:4). Do not read it as inheritance [morashah]; rather, read it as betrothed
[me’orasah].
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15. Rabbi Samuel Eidels (Maharsha, 1555 - 1631) to Babylonian Talmud Pesahim 49b
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When [the Torah] is first given to Israel, it is like a betrothed woman. And only when one learns
it, it becomes like a wife.

16. Mishnah Avot 3:6
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Rabbi Halafta of Kefar Hanania said: when ten sit together and occupy themselves with Torah,
the Shekhinah abides among them, as it is said: “God stands in the congregation of God”
(Psalm 82:1). How do we know that the same is true even of five? As it is said: “This band of
His He has established on earth” (Amos 9:6). How do we know that the same is true even of
three? As it is said: “In the midst of the judges He judges” (Psalm 82:1) How do we know that
the same is true even Qf two? As it is said: “Then they that fear the Lord spoke one with
another, and the Lord hearkened, and heard” (Malakhi 3:16). How do we know that the same
is true even of one? As it is said: “In every place where | cause my name to be mentioned | will
come unto you and bless you” (Exodus 20:21).

17. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, And From There You Shall Seek, trans. Naomi
Goldblum (Jersey City, NJ: Ktav, 2008), p. 145.

When | sit down to learn Torah, | find myself immediately in the company of the sages of the
[tradition]. The relations between us are personal. The Rambam is at my right, Rabbenu Tam
at my left, Rashi sits up front and interprets, Rabbenu Tam disputes him; the Rambam issues
ruling, and the Rabad objects. They are all in my little room, sitting around my table. Torah
study... is a powerful experience of becoming friends with many generations of Torah
scholars, the joining of one spirit with another, the union of souls. Those who transmitted the
Torah and those who received it come together in one historical way-station.
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18. Babylonian Talmud Hagigah 3b
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“The words of the wise are as goads, and as nails well fastened are those that are composed in
collections; they are given from one shepherd” (Ecclesiastes 12:11).... Therefore, the verse
states: “Well fastened [netuim].” Just as this plant [neti’ah] flourishes and multiplies, so too
matters of Torah flourish and multiply.

19. Babylonian Talmud Berakhot 63a
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Bar Kappara expounded: What short text is there upon which all the essential principles of

the Torah depend? “In all your ways know God, and God will make your paths smooth”
(Proverbs 3:6).

20.Deuteronomy 10:18-19
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¥*God upholds the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and befriends the stranger,

providing him with food and clothing. *You too must befriend the stranger, for you were
strangers in the land of Egypt.

21.R. Chaim Shmuelevitz (1902-1979), Sihot Musar, #6, p. 24.
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Love of God and love of neighbor are the root upon which all the commandments and the
whole Torah depend.
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22.Deuteronomy 13:5

Follow none but the LORD your God, and revere none but Him; observe His commandments
alone, and heed only His orders; worship none but Him, and hold fast to Him.

23. Rashi, commentary to Deuteronomy 13:5
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And hold fast to Him — i.e. cleave to His ways: do kindly actions, bury the dead, visit the sick,
as did the Blessed Holy One (Sotah 14a).
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