Honoring the Complexity of Allyship by Showing Up

1. Pesach Haggadah, Magid, First Fruits
“AND THE LORD BROUGHT US OUT OF EGYPT” — Not through an angel, not through a
seraph, not through any emissary. No, it was the Holy One, God’s glory, God’s own presence.
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2. Talmud Bavli Berakhot 63b
Torah is only acquired through study in a group...What is the meaning of that which is
written: “A sword is upon the boasters [habaddim], and they shall become fools [noalu]”
(Jeremiah 50:36)? This verse can be interpreted homiletically: A sword upon the enemies of
Torah scholars, a euphemism for the Torah scholars themselves, who sit alone [bad bevad] and
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3. Shabbat 127a:13
Rav Yehuda said that Rav said on a related note: Hospitality toward guests is greater than
receiving the Divine Presence, as when Abraham invited his guests it is written: “And he said:
Lord, if now | have found favor in Your sight, please pass not from You servant” (Genesis 18:3).
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4. Bava Metzia 86b:11
Rav Yehuda says that Rav says: Every action that Abraham performed himself for the
ministering angels, the Holy One, Blessed be God, performed God’s self for Abraham’s
descendants. And every action that Abraham performed through a messenger, the Holy One,
Blessed be God, likewise performed for his descendants through a messenger.
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5. Kiddushin 41a:3
MISHNA: A man can betroth a woman by himself or by means of his agent. Similarly, a woman
can become betrothed by herself or by means of her agent.
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6. Kiddushin 41a:4
GEMARA: Now that the mishna stated that one can betroth a woman by means of his agent, is
it necessary to state that a man can betroth a woman by himself? Rav Yosef says: it is more
fitting that the mitzva be performed by the person themselves than by means of the agent. This
is like that story of Rav Safra, who would himself singe the head of an animal on Shabbat eve to
prepare it to be eaten on Shabbat, and Rava, who would salt a turbot fish himself.


https://www.sefaria.org/Berakhot.63b.12
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7. Mishneh Torah, Marriage 3:19
It is a mitzvah for a man to consecrate his partner by himself, rather than to charge an agent
[with this matter]. Similarly, it is a mitzvah for a woman to [receive] kiddushin herself rather than
to charge an agent with receiving them for her.
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8. Mishneh Torah, Sabbath 30:6
Even a very important person who is unaccustomed to buying items at the marketplace or to
doing housework is required to perform tasks to prepare themselves for the Sabbath. This is an
expression of his own personal honor. The more one involves oneself in such activities, the
more praiseworthy it is.
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9. Mishneh Torah, Foreign Worship and Customs of the Nations 1:1
During the times of Enosh,mankind made a great mistake...
Their mistake was as follows: They said God created stars and spheres. God placed them on
high and treated them with honor, making them servants who minister before God....They would
praise and glorify them with words, and prostrate themselves before them, because by doing so,
they would according to their false conception. The first generations of star worshipers were
aware of God's existence and conceived of the stars as no more than intermediaries between.
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10. Pesach Haggadah, Magid, First Fruits Declaration 18
“AND THE LORD BROUGHT US OUT OF EGYPT” —
Not through an angel, not through a seraph, not through any emissary. No, it was the Holy One,
God’s glory, God’s own presence. And | shall pass judgment on all the gods of Egypt:
| am the LORD.”
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11. Exodus 20:2
I n-1-n-* am your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage:
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