23 Marcheshvan 5782 / October 29, 2021
A Sabbatical/Shemittah Year of "Rest for the Earth" (Leviticus 25:6)
PUBLIC LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL

BY ISRAELI ORTHODOX RABBIS
in advance of the World Climate Summit in Glasgow, Scotland

To the Honorable Prime Minister of Israel, Mr. Naftali Bennett:

This letter is written to you entirely independent of party politics, ethnicity, religious identity, or even national identity. It relates to all of humanity, and as such
we have united to write about it:

The Torah analysis of sustainability is no longer one concerned only with the (halachic) question of bal tachshit (“wanton waste”; Deuteronomy.
20:19); with protecting God’s world; with the precept of “pay attention not to ruin (My world, for if you do so, there is no one after you who will
repair it”; Ecclesiastes Rabbah 7:13); and the (other) Torah sources cited in numerous discussions about the connection between the Torah, faith, and
protecting the world.

Today, this subject relates to global pikuach nefesh (preservation of life) in the fullest sense of those words. We are talking about a dramatic impact upon
human life in its broadest possible senses — hunger, drought, the human and security aspects of migration — with enormous implications for the quality of life
and its very existence. We are no longer discussing a subject relating to the future; it is present and already here. Its signs are recognizable to all via the various
parameters by which it can be discerned. This is all already visible in the world with the extinction of many species, offering a window to the possible reality

towards which we are advancing, and (may) cross.

It is reasonable to assume that there are external influences at play here — scientific bias,
political interests, international companies, and the like. Moreover, it is also reasonable
to assume that some of the proposed solutions (will) cause damage greater than present
reality. But nonetheless even if only some of the assessments relating to global warm-
ing are accurate, then we are obliged to act - and it is superfluous to mention the Torah’s
attitude regarding the obligation of pikuach nefesh and saving lives. When the vast
majority of the world’s scientists working in this area issue extraordinarily severe
warnings about what is happening — this obligates us to address this reality.

We ask that you represent the complete partnership of the State of Israel in the
global effort (on this issue). Although our country is small and our impact
minimal, our partnership (in this global effort) is likely to be very significant.
Certainly you will do this with open eyes, taking care (to avoid possible) manipu-
lation — but simultaneously also with willingness and dedication to this critical
issue, upon which the world’s future depends. The eyes of many in the world are
lifted towards us, the source of the major (world) religions, “For from Zion shall
go forth Torah, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:3)
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AU PENND 1 o3
NN MO noer

nEhyn SYENA DTN AN AYuann WY 1h) ansn

nasy
£ unn YN
53 vono) m

MITANR N, AT TR TR NTRIR0RE POPRD pnona TN AN Nt anan
+ 72 9 21M3Y DINNNN 73 Ywar 09 M 235 30 00 g

SOTApEn SU g Yy AR RN D33 1 DPTIYa NT PN 30 mBYEh e
NHBNDY DTINN M APa YU DY DY DN MMRhDY hpEh MY T inTa
LonEn nrew P

TAOETT FYOWND TI1T0 . B¥MITH YO KN 13183 iy Y5 w0 Mral B T e
AMNADIIN HVENIND YR MY, 3893 12900 29 D911 AN DM OTN PRy
TP NI TIY 121TA PN .DRTR 0N 53 0NN 2T 28 iy mavena ,nnn by
32 AT 92 .MNa N 0NA oMen ovenm o 1’)"‘;‘ o3 g L2 722 TNow N
DTN VNY TWINY MN'SAD 88D 20 ANDET D0 DY NTRoNa oW akann

Ay

NN OO0 DAL IWTH 0N - 3t MDA T mesen per nmnd wae
71 DM WEINY DOUINONG PN ANRY 0) 1AW NAR TN 1R T mnino
T MBENRND MY M2TNNE PER 71 DN 03,12 19 29 O30 NN N T e
M W0 MPMA NAND ANNN 2Y DTN NN PAN2 TNY PRY= 21092 210 13 MM IND
MIMAY 7N MBI DTN DNMI DPTWN 09N NYTH Y% DY DNN WA Mwain

T MNP OY TTIENNT N2IN0 DN 2705E 1310 - vnnan

;03N aTY-Y200 Yanna e navta by nxon momwn na M Tan ovwpan uN
ST PG HYRIVBYR Dvab MUY 1YY MmN N NV SRNOYM DIV NRvta
MAITBNM NN 8y B3 133 13 T8 RANBE MOt MNIPa DA NNt Aevn
TONTH NPR APTN MM 0AY3 0227 990 03 Mn o Y it meviEn e

JOYIUITI AT 93T NN NEN PRI MNTIN

tpnyn

NN PNYY M 2RI AT ROW) -

N7 37 20N T00N YN AW -

T IFTY AN NINIPR Y -
31373% BN 23N, NIRATA TOINT e -
TINDVH PINP TN, TPAIIRD N -
PPI-RYNY NV 2NN, TIMNN MW -

B-botin dedd

e e 00 0TI OTAN 30T IXMIN 27 207
mnTan 0 3N 2 IN :T?.‘E'B’ 277
930 e 37 0 N 3T WL AT AW

ANNK RT3
JUREIT2 2 2
e
PP 3T I

ha=trdiielean]
sy beow 2T
WV TND 397

e TIT A

71077 3y Q0T 3
o T
Yo bar v



