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Woodcuts of Ruth by Margaret Adams Parker from Who Are you, My Daughter? 

Reading Ruth Through Image and Text, trans. Ellen Davis (JPS, 2003). 
 

 
 

 
Ruth 1:19-21 
 
19. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city buzzed with excitement over 
them. The women said, “Can this be Naomi?” 
 
20. “Do not call me Naomi,” she replied. “Call me Mara, for Shaddai has made my lot 
very bitter. 
 
21. I went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. How can you call me 
Naomi, when the Lord has dealt harshly with me, when Shaddai has brought 
misfortune upon me!” 
 
Ruth 4: 9-17 
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9. 

אמֶרֹּ֩֩ ים עַזב ֩  וַי ֹּ֩ קֵנ ִ֜ ם לַזְּ כׇל־הָעָָ֗ ים וְּ ִ֤ וֹם אַתֶם֩  עֵד  י הַיּ֔ ִ֤ י֩  כ  ית  ר קָנ   לֶךְ אֶת־כׇל־אֲשֶֶׁ֣ ימֶּ֔ ת לֶאֱל  אֵֵ֛ ר וְּ י֖וֹן כׇל־אֲשֶֶׁ֥ לְּ כ  ל֑וֹן לְּ יַ֖ד וּמַחְּ י׃֩ מ  ִֽ נׇעֳמ   

 

And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people, “You are witnesses today 
that I am acquiring from Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to 
Chilion and Mahlon. 
10. 

גֶַׁ֣ם וּת וְּ יָהֹּ֩֩ אֶת־רֶׁ֣ אֲב  שֶת הַמ  וֹן אֵ  לִ֜ י מַחְּ ית  ִ֧ ֶׁ֣֩ קָנ  ה יל  שָָ֗ א  ים לְּ ִ֤ הָק  וֹ שֵם־הַמֵת֩  לְּ ת עַל־נֶַׁ֣חֲלָתּ֔ כָרִֵ֧ ל א־י  ת וְּ ם שֵם־הַמֵֵ֛ ֶׁ֥ יו מֵע  עַר אֶחָ֖ שֶַׁ֣ וּמ   

קוֹמ֑וֹ ים מְּ ֶׁ֥ ם עֵד  וֹם׃֩ אַתֶ֖ הַיִֽ  

 

I am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to 
perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name of the deceased 
may not disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of his home town. You 
are witnesses today.” 
11. 

וּ רִ֜ אמְּ ם וַי   עַר כׇל־הָעִָ֧ ים אֲשֶר־בַשֵַ֛ ֖ קֵנ  הַזְּ ים וְּ ֑ תֵןֹּ֩֩ עֵד  ה י  וָ  ה  ֩ יְּ שִָ֜ ת־הָא  ה האִֶֽ ךָ הַבָאֶָׁ֣ ל אֶל־בֵיתֶָ֗ רָחִֵ֤ לֵאָה֩  ׀ כְּ ר וּכְּ וּ אֲשֶ  תֵיהֶם֩  בָנִ֤ אֶת־ שְּ

ית ל בֵֶׁ֣ רָאֵּ֔ שְּ ל י  י  תָה וַעֲשֵה־חֶַׁ֣ רָּ֔ אֶפְּ ם בְּ רָא־שֵ֖ ית וּקְּ בֵֶׁ֥ חֶם׃֩ בְּ לִָֽ  

 

All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are. May the Lord make the 
woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up 
the House of Israel! Prosper in Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem! 
12. 

י ִ֤ יה  ךָ֩  ו  יתְּ ית בִֵֽ בֵֶׁ֣ רֶץ כְּ ה פֶּ֔ דֶָׁ֥ ר אֲשֶר־יָלְּ ה תָמָ֖ יהוּדָ֑ רַע ל  ן־הַזֶָ֗ ר מ  ן אֲשֶ  תִֵ֤ וָה֩ יְּ֩ י  ךָּ֔֩ ה  ה לְּ נַעֲרָ֖ ן־הִַֽ את׃֩ מ  הַז ִֽ  

 

And may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah—through 
the offspring which the Lord will give you by this young woman.” 
 
13. 

ח קַ  עַז וַי  וֹ אֶת־רוּת֩  ב ִ֤ י־לֶׁ֣ ה  ה וַתְּ שָּ֔ א  א לְּ ן יהָ֩אֵלֶ֑֩ וַיָב ֖ תֵ  וֶָׁ֥ה וַי  ה  הּ יְּ לֶד הֵרָי֖וֹן לֵָ֛ ן׃ וַתֵֶׁ֥ בִֵֽ  

 

So Boaz married Ruth; she became his wife, and he cohabited with her. The Lord let 
her conceive, and she bore a son. 
14. 

נָה רְּ ים֩  וַת אמִַ֤ י הַנָש  ל־נׇעֳמ ּ֔ וּךְ אִֶֽ ה בָרֶׁ֣ וָּ֔ ה  ר יְּ שֲֶ֠ א אֲֲ֠ יתה֩  ל ֶׁ֣ ֶׁ֥ ב  ל לֵָ֛ךְ שְּ אֵ֖ א הַי֑וֹם ג  קָרֵֶׁ֥ י  מ֖וֹ וְּ ל׃֩ שְּ רָאִֵֽ שְּ י  בְּ  

 

And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not withheld a 
redeemer from you today! May his name be perpetuated in Israel! 
15. 

יָה הִָ֤ יב לָךְ֩  וְּ ֶׁ֣ מֵש  פֶש לְּ כֵ֖֩ נֶּ֔ כַלְּ ךְ לוּלְּ י אֶת־שֵיבָתֵ֑ ֶׁ֣ ךְ כ  תֶךְ֩  כַלָתִֵ֤ תוּ אֲֽשֶר־אֲהֵבַ  לָדַּ֔ יא֩  יְּ וֹבָה אֲשֶר־ה  ךְ טֶׁ֣ ה לָּ֔ עָ֖ בְּ ש  ים׃֩ מ  ִֽ בָנ   

 

He will renew your life and sustain your old age; for he is born of your daughter-in-law, 
who loves you and is better to you than seven sons.” 
16. 

ח קַ  י וַת  ִ֤ לֶד֩  נׇעֳמ  הוּ אֶת־הַיֶ  תֵֶׁ֣ ש  הּ וַתְּ חֵיקָּ֔ י־ל֖וֹ בְּ ה  נֶת׃֩ וַתְּ מִֶֽ א  לְּ  
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Naomi took the child and held it to her bosom. She became its foster mother, 
17. 

אנָהֹּ֩֩ רֶֹּ֩ קְּ וֹ וַת  וֹת ל  כֵנֶׁ֥ ר שֵם֩  הַשְּ ן לֵאמ ּ֔ י ילַֻד־בֵ֖ ֑ נׇעֳמ  ה לְּ אנִָֽ רִֶ֤ קְּ מוֹ֩  וַת  ד שְּ וּא עוֹבֵּ֔ י הֶׁ֥ שַ֖ י־י  ִֽ י אֲב  ֶׁ֥ ד׃ אֲב  ִֽ דָו    

 

and the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi!” They 
named him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, father of David. 
 
 
Leon Kass and Hannah Mandelbaum, Reading Ruth (Paul Dry, 2021): 94. 
 
The women have clearly changed their tune. When Naomi and Ruth returned “empty” 
from Moab, bereaved and childless, the women gossiped. When Ruth cleaved to 
Naomi, both of them living on gleanings and forming a world unto themselves, the 
women were nowhere to be seen. But now, with Ruth’s fruitful marriage and Naomi’s 
grandmotherhood – in which they see the hand of God – the women rush forth to 
celebrate and speak with one voice: their solidarity as women is built not on female 
friendship but on their shared calling of motherhood. One might fault them for their 
earlier lack of sympathy, but not at all for their current sentiments. The women know 
in their bones the blessings of which they now speak. 
 


