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Woodcuts of Ruth by Margaret Adams Parker from Who Are you, My Daughter?
Reading Ruth Through Image and Text, trans. Ellen Davis (JPS, 2003).
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Ruth 1:19-21

19. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city buzzed with excitement over
them. The women said, “Can this be Naomi?”

20. “Do not call me Naomi,” she replied. “Call me Mara, for Shaddai has made my lot
very bitter.

21. 1 went away full, and the Lord has brought me back empty. How can you call me
Naomi, when the Lord has dealt harshly with me, when Shaddai has brought
misfortune upon me!”

Ruth 4: 9-17
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And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people, “You are witnesses today
that | am acquiring from Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to
Chilion and Mahlon.
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| am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to
perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name of the deceased
may not disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of his home town. You
are witnesses today.”
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All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are. May the Lord make the
woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, both of whom built up
the House of Israel! Prosper in Ephrathah and perpetuate your name in Bethlehem!
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And may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah—through
the offspring which the Lord will give you by this young woman.”
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So Boaz married Ruth; she became his wife, and he cohabited with her. The Lord let
her conceive, and she bore a son.
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And the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has not withheld a
redeemer from you today! May his name be perpetuated in Israel!
15.

10732 AP 17 13N ROTTIWK NI INIIRTIWK N2 22 INPWNR 72797 Wh) 20Wn? 77 M)

He will renew your life and sustain your old age; for he is born of your daughter-in-law,
who loves you and is better to you than seven sons.”
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Naomi took the child and held it to her bosom. She became its foster mother,
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and the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi!” They
named him Obed; he was the father of Jesse, father of David.

Leon Kass and Hannah Mandelbaum, Reading Ruth (Paul Dry, 2021): 94.

The women have clearly changed their tune. When Naomi and Ruth returned “empty”
from Moab, bereaved and childless, the women gossiped. When Ruth cleaved to
Naomi, both of them living on gleanings and forming a world unto themselves, the
women were nowhere to be seen. But now, with Ruth’s fruitful marriage and Naomi’s
grandmotherhood - in which they see the hand of God - the women rush forth to
celebrate and speak with one voice: their solidarity as women is built not on female
friendship but on their shared calling of motherhood. One might fault them For their
earlier lack of sympathy, but not at all for their current sentiments. The women know
in their bones the blessings of which they now speak.



