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(1804), Tate, London

Ruth: 1-21
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In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a famine in the land; and a man of
Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two sons, went to reside in the country of Moab.
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The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name was Naomi, and his two sons were
named Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem in Judah. They came to the
country of Moab and remained there.
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Elimelech, Naomi's husband, died; and she was left with her two sons.
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They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth, and they lived
there about ten years.
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Then those two—Mahlon and Chilion—also died:; so the woman was left without her
two sons and without her husband.
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She started out with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab; for in
the country of Moab she had heard that the LORD had taken note of His people and
given them food.
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Accompanied by her two daughters-in-law, she left the place where she had been living;
and they set out on the road back to the land of Judah.
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But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Turn back, each of you to her mother’s
house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with
me!
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May the LORD grant that each of you find security in the house of a husband!” And she
kissed them farewell. They broke into weeping
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and said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.”
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But Naomi replied, “Turn back, my daughters! Why should you go with me? Have | any
more sons in my body who might be husbands for you?
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Turn back, my daughters, for I am too old to be married. Even if | thought there was
hope for me, even if | were married tonight and | also bore sons,
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should you wait for them to grow up? Should you on their account debar yourselves
from marriage? Oh no, my daughters! My lot is far more bitter than yours, for the hand
of the LORD has struck out against me.”
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They broke into weeping again, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law farewell. But Ruth
clung to her.
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So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has returned to her people and her gods. Go follow
your sister-in-law.”
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But Ruth replied, “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you. For
wherever you go, | will go; wherever you lodge, | will lodge; your people shall be my
people, and your God my God.
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Where you die, | will die, and there | will be buried. bThus and more may the LORD do to
me-b if anything but death parts me from you.”

18.
PR I3T7 21001 ANS N2RY Ko NI XA

When [Naomi] saw how determined she was to go with her, she ceased to argue with
her;
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and the two went on until they reached Bethlehem.

When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city buzzed with excitement over them. The
women said, “Can this be Naomi?”
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“Do not call me Naomi,” she replied. “Call me Mara,d for Shaddaie has made my lot very
bitter.
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| went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty. How can you call me
Naomi, when the LORD has dealt harshly with me, when Shaddai has brought
misfortune upon me!”
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Thus Naomi returned from the country of Moab; she returned with her daughter-in-law
Ruth the Moabite. They arrived in Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.

Dr. Tamara Mann Tweel, “The Exquisite Challenge of Care,” Gleanings: Reflections on
Ruth

“Naomi describes a body that can no longer attract physical love, a body that can no
longer carry life, a body that no longer feels useful...There is nothing for her to live for,
no love, no intimacy, no life. It feels as if even God has left her.”

The Biblical Mandate to Hug: Genesis 2:24
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“Hence a man leaves his father and mother and clings to (lit. hugs) his wife, so that they
become one flesh.”

R. Obadiah Sforno: to “become of one mind on how to deal with life’s challenges.”
Dr. Yael Ziegler, Ruth: From Alienation to Monarchy

A hug symbolizes “... an all-encompassing connection, a relationship characterized by
identification, in which one party embraces the totality of the Other, utterly and
completely. There is something illogical in this type of relationship, in which one’s own
ego, one'’s l-awareness, is subsumed by concern for the Other.”

Jennifer Clopton “How to Cope When COVID Steals Loving Touch, Hugs,” WEBMD, June
15,2020

Dr. Valentina Ogaryan: “Those who are older and don'’t live with a lot of family members
say they even miss the more minor and nuanced encounters that used to bring a touch
here and there, like a handshake, smile, or pat on the hand or back from a neighbor or
someone at the grocery store.”



