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QUESTION ONE: How Much Should | Give?

1) This is the order of Terumot and
Maasrot (tithes): Once one has harvested
the seed of the land or gathered in the
fruit of the trees, and has completed his
work, he must separate from it 1/50 — this
is called “Terumah Gedolah” — and give it
to the Priest...

Afterward one must separate out from
the remainder 1/10 - this is called

“Maaser Rishon” — and give it to the Levi...

Afterward one must separate out from
the remainder 1/10, and this is called
“Maaser Sheni” — and it is for the owner to
eat in Jerusalem...

By this order does one separate in the 1,
2", 4% and 5% years of the 7 year cycle.
But in the 37 and 6" year of the 7 yr cycle,
after one has separated out “Maaser
Rishon,” he must separate out the
remaining “maaser” and give it to the
poor, and this is called “maaser oni”...
(Rambam, Laws of Gifts to the Poor, 6:2-4)
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2) How much to give?

Rabbi Ila’a said: In Usha they made an
enactment: The one who gives away
money shouldn’t give away more than
20%. It is also taught in a baraita (earlier
source): The one who gives away money
shouldn’t give away more than 20%.
There was an incident in which someone
tried to gived away more than 20% and
his colleagues didn’t let him.

Rav Nahman, and some say Rav Aha bar
Yaakov asked: What is the scriptural
source? “All that You give me | will tithe,
tithe to You” (Gen 28)

(Babylonian Talmud Ketubot 50a)
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3) It is clear that according to Torah law,
whoever has a days worth of income must
give the remainder to the poor. Only his
life precedes, but whoever has enough to
sustain one day, the remaining money
must go to the poor. But in Usha they
established that one shouldn’t spend
more than 20%, and the based it on the
verse “l will surely tithe.”

(Hatam Sofer Responsa 229)
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4) Principal or income?

They took a vote in Usha that a person
should give away 20% of his property to
fFulfill mitzvoth.

Rabbi Gamliel son of Ininya asked of Rabbi
Mana: How could someone give 20% of
his property? In five years he will have lost
all his possessions! He answered. At first
give of the principal (assets), and going
forward, give from income.

(Jerusalem Talmud Peah 1:1; 15b)
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5) Gradations of Giving

How much should one give?

If he can afford, give as much as the poor
people need. If he can’t afford all the poor
peoples’ needs, he should give what he
can. How much should he give? Up to 20%
of his assets is admirable. 10% is
intermediate. Less than this is an evil sign.
(Tur, Yoreh Deah, #249)
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6) Me First

R. Saadia wrote that a person must
advance his own financial well-being
before all others, and is not obligated to
give charity until he has his own financial
well-being secured, as it says: “And your
brother shall live with you” —your life
takes precedence to your brother’s.
(Tur, Yoreh Deah, #251)
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PART TWO: Where Should I Give?

1) If you lend money to My people, to
the poor among you, do not act
toward them as a creditor; exact no
interest from them. If you take your
neighbor’s garment in pledge, you
must return it to him before the sun
sets, it is his only clothing, the sole
covering for his skin. In what else shall
he sleep? Therefore, if he cries out to
Me, | will pay heed, for I am
compassionate.

(Exodus 22:24-26)
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2) Rav Yosef Taught: “When you loan
money to my nation, to the poor with
you (Exodus 22:24)" — my nation and a
non-Jew, my nation comes first.

A poor and a rich person —a poor
person comes Ffirst.

Your poor and the poor of your city —
your poor come first

The poor of your city and the poor of
another city — the poor of your city
come first.

(Babylonian Talmud Bava Metzia 71a)
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. “The poor of your city take
precedence over the poor of another
city” — this is only in a case where they
both need food or clothing. However,
if the poor of your city have enough
basic needs, but they don’t have more
expansive needs covered, in this case
the poor of another city take
precendence.”

- Hattam Sofer Responsum 2:231
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Redeeming captives takes precedence
over providing food and clothing for the
poor. There is no greater mitzvah than
redeeming captives, for the captive is in
the category of the starving, the thirsting,
and the naked, indeed in danger of losing
his own life. One who remains indifferent
to his redemption transgresses, “Do not
harden your heart," and "Do not clench
your hand," and "Do no stand idly by blood
of your brother,” and "he shall rule
ruthlessly in your sight," and "You shall
open your hand to your poor," and "Your
brother shall live with you," and, “Love
your neighbor as yourself,” and "Save
those taken to their death." There is no
more inclusive mitzvah than redeeming
captives. [AJWS translation]

Rambam Laws of Gifts to the Poor 8:10
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There are those who say that the
commandment to build a synagogue is
more important than the commandment
of general tzedakah, but tzedakah that

teaches young children Torah or heals poor

people who are sick is more important
than the

commandment to build a synagogue.
- Shulhan Arukh YD 249:16
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Tzitz Eliezer Vol. 9, Section 1, 2:4
[Commenting on Rabbi Meir of
Rothenberg’s permission to use money

designated for the poor to purchase books

for study or to be lent to others.] One can

say that he permits this because the books

will be lent for study to those who need
them, and anyone who needs these books
is considered poor, insofar as this person
lacks them. This is like distributing
spiritual food, and is no less desirable than
distributing physical food to those who
needit... I have seen an opinion that. ..
one may certainly use this money to buy
books for the children of the poor, for
providing spiritual food to the poor is also
considered to be tzedakah.
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29) The value of deeds is not
dependent on the greatness of the
deed, but on the number of deeds...an
example of this: If a person gives 1,000
dinar at one time and to one person,
the value of giving will not be
achieved in this act like the one who
gives 1,000 times with 1,000 dinar, and
gives each of those away while

exercising the spirit of generosity....
(Rambam, Commentary to the Mishna, Avot
3:15)
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What the Rambam wrote that: ‘One who distributes 100 coins 100 times is
better than the one who distributes 100 coins all at once’ does not seem
exactly right to me. For according to my opinion, it is the opposite. There is
more reward in giving 100 coins all at once, for two reasons. First, once
conquers the evil inclination to give a large sum of charity, which is very
weighty, than to give smaller sums, which are not that weighty on him. Even if
one gives small sums all at once, it does not conquer the evil inclination, how
much the more so one who gives those small sums over a period of time.

And from the perspective of the recipient, it is also better. Because it is better
to give to a poor person enough to make a living from, rather than giving to
many poor people, none of whom will receive enough benefit to really earn a

living...

Yaavetz, Lehem Shamyim, Avot 3:15 (22




14) “You shall surely set aside” — This is
in the Sifrei (Midrash Halakhah on
Deut): “You shall surely set aside a
tenth part of all the yield of your
sowing that is brought from the field
every year (Deut 14:22). | only learn this
about agricultural produce that is liable
for the tithe. How do | know this
applies to various forms of interest and
all other profits? For Scripture teaches:
“all.” It could have simply stated: “the
yield.” What does “all” come to include?
Various forms of interest and anything
that one profits from.

(Tosafot to Taanit 9a)
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HAPPY HANUKKAH

THANK YOU FOR BEING A PART OF THIS NETWORK
AND TAKING YOUR LEADERSHIP SO SERIOUSLY.

YOU CAN FIND A LISTING OF ALL THE WEXNER ISRAEL

ALUMNI INITIATIVES HERE. PLEASE CONSIDER

FUNDING SOME OF THEM.

TO REACH ANGIE, PLEASE EMAIL

AATKINS@WEXNER.NET

YOU CAN FIND OUR RECORDINGS OF TWF ONLINE

LEARNING IN OUR RESOURCE LIBRARY AND BY

CLICKING HERE.
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