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Singing Your Own Song: Leadership Lessons from the Crossing of the Reed Sea

Miriam, by Rabbi Rachel Barenblatt
My parents named me
for the daughter of Amram
and the Levite woman Yocheved:

prophetess with a timbrel
who cast her baby brother
on the mercies of the Nile.

Our name means Bitter Waters
like the salt-encrusted sea
into which the Jordan flows.

Or perhaps Sea of Myrrh—
that sticky precious resin
scenting the anointing oil

which Moshe once used
to consecrate the Mishkan,
the place where Presence dwelled.

My namesake had a well
which followed the Israelites
in all their wandering,

a sweet spring in the desert
bringing clarity to the heart
of anyone who cupped their hands

and drank. Will I too
be a wellspring of Torah,
a source of living waters,

or will | stagnate here
in this backwater town
never hearing the voice of God?

Rabbi Rachel Barenblat is a longtime blogger

at The Velveteen Rabbi and a cofounder of Bayit, a
collective of clergy, liturgists, artists, and
educators that develops and distributes online
Judaism resources.

Nachshon, Who Led the Way — a poem by
Jacqueline Jules

Trapped between the Red Sea
and Pharaoh’s army

Nachshon listened while others
bickered over who would go Ffirst.

He watched Moses cry and pray.
Then he stepped into the water.

| close my eyes

and imagine Nachshon,

moving forward with faith, despite
being drenched to the chin.

Did he know the sea would split
before it covered his head?

That Adonai would admonish Moses
for offering prayer when action was needed?

When my moment on the shore has passed,
will it be said | stepped into the water
instead of standing back, waiting

for someone else to go first?

Jacqueline Jules is the author of Manna in the
Morning (Kelsay Books, 2021) and Itzhak
Perlman’s Broken String.

Visit www.jacquelinejules.com
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1) Exodus 2:1-10

1) A certain man of the house of Levi went and married a Levite
woman.2) The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw
how beautiful he was, she hid him for three months.

3) When she could hide him no longer, she got a wicker basket for him
and caulked it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child into it and
placed it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile.

4) And his sister stationed herself at a distance, to learn what would
befall him.

5) The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe in the Nile, while her
maidens walked along the Nile. She saw the basket among the reeds
and sent her slave girl to fetch it.

6) When she opened it, she saw that it was a child, a boy crying. She
took pity on it and said, “This must be a Hebrew child.”

7) Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall | go and get you a
Hebrew nurse to suckle the child for you?”

8) And Pharaoh’s daughter answered, “Yes.” So the girl went and called
the child’s mother.

9) And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for
me, and | will pay your wages.” So the woman took the child and
nursed it.10) When the child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, who made him her son. She named him Moses, explaining, “I
drew him out of the water.”
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2) Exodus Rabbah 1:22 (C. 5" C Israel)

"And his sister stood back" - Why did Miriam stand back?

Rabbi Amram said in the name of Rav: "Because Miriam had
prophesied: 'In the future, my mother will give birth to a son who will
save Israel'. When Moshe was born, the whole house was filled with
light; her father rose and kissed her on the head. He said to her: 'My
daughter! Your prophecy has come to pass' - as it is written [Exodus
15:20]: 'And Miriam the prophetess, sister of Aharon, took up the
timbrel.' [Why was she called] 'Sister of Aharon,' and not 'sister of
Moshe'?! Because when she issued her prophecy, she was [only] the
sister of Aharon - Moshe had not been born yet. When she cast him
into the Nile, her mother rose and struck her on the head. She said:
'My daughter! What has become of your prophecy?!' This is why it is
written 'his sister stood back etc.": in order to know would become of
her prophecy.

And our Rabbis taught: This entire verse speaks [not of Miriam, but]
of the Holy Spirit. 'And she stood...' refers to 'The LORD came and
stood...' [| Samuel 3:10]; '[His] sister' refers to 'Say to Wisdom: "You
are my sister"' [Proberbs 7:4]. 'Back' refers to 'The Lord appeared to
me from Far back' [Jeremiah 31:3]. 'In order to know what would
happen to him' refers to 'For the LORD is a God of knowledge.' [I
Samuel 2:3]".
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3) Exodus 15: 1-3, 20-21

1) Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to God. They said: | will

sing to God, for God has triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver have
drowned in the sea.

2) The Lord is my strength and might; God has become my deliverance.
This is my God and | will enshrine God; The God of my parent, and | will

exalt God.

3) God the Warrior—"n is God’s name!

20) Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron'’s sister, took a timbrelin her
hand, and all the women went out after her in dance with timbrels.
21) And Miriam chanted for them: Sing to the Lord, for God has
triumphed gloriously; Horse and driver God has hurled into the sea.
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4) Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Tractate Shirah 10:16-17

(C. 5t C Israel)

"A timbrel in her hand": From where did they have timbrels and
dance (instruments) in the desert? Being righteous and knowing
for certain that the Holy Blessed One would perform miracles
and mighty acts for them when they left Egypt, they prepared
timbrels and (dance) instruments for themselves. (Ibid. 21)

"And Miriam answered to them: Sing to the God, for God is
exalted (over all the) exalted: horse and its rider God cast into
the sea": Scripture teaches us that just as Moses chanted the
song to the men, so did Miriam chant song to the women
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1l. Nachshon

5) Exodus 14:10-22

10) As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites caught sight of the
Egyptians advancing upon them. Greatly frightened, the Israelites
cried out to God. 11) And they said to Moses, “Was it for want of
graves in Egypt that you brought us to die in the wilderness? What
have you done to us, taking us out of Egypt?

12) Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us be,
and we will serve the Egyptians, for it is better for us to serve the
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness'?”

13) But Moses said to the people, “Have no fear! Stand by and
witness the deliverance which God will work for you today; for the
Egyptians whom you see today you will never see again.

14) will battle for you; you hold your peace!”

15) Then God said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to Me? Tell the
Israelites to go forward. 16) And you lift up your rod and hold out
your arm over the sea and split it, so that the Israelites may march
into the sea on dry ground. 17) And | will stiffen the hearts of the
Egyptians so that they go in after them; and | will gain glory
through Pharaoh and all his warriors, his chariots, and his riders. 18)
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Let the Egyptians know that | am God, when | gain glory through
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his riders.”

19)The messenger of God, who had been going ahead of the
Israelite army, now moved, and followed behind them; and the
pillar of cloud shifted from in front of them and took up a place
behind them,

20) and it came between the army of the Egyptians and the army of
Israel. Thus there was the cloud with the darkness, and it cast a
spell upon the night, so that the one could not come near the other
all through the night.

21) Then Moses held out his arm over the sea and God drove back
the sea with a strong east wind all that night and turned the sea
into dry ground. 22) The waters were split, and the Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on
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their right and on their left.

7) Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sotah 36b - 37a (C. 6" C Babylonia)
§ What was the incident where Judah sanctified God's name in public?
As it is taught in a baraita that Rabbi Meir would say: When the
Jewish people stood at the Red Sea, the tribes were arguing with
one other. This one was saying: | am going into the sea first, and
that one was saying: | am going into the sea first. Then, in jumped
the tribe of Benjamin and descended into the sea first, as it is
stated: “There is Benjamin, the youngest, ruling them [rodem]”
(Psalms 68:28). Do not read it as: “Ruling them [rodem]”; rather, read
it as: Descending [red] into the sea [yam]. And the princes of the tribe
of Judah were stoning them [rogmim otam] for plunging in first and
not in the proper order, as it is stated in the continuation of the verse:
“The princes of Judah, their council [rigmatam]” (Psalms 68:28).
Therefore, Benjamin the righteous was privileged to serve as host
to the Divine Presence of the Almighty, as the Temple was built in the
territory of Benjamin, as it is stated in Moses’ blessing for the tribe of
Benjamin: “The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him; He
covers him all the day, and God rests between his shoulders”
(Deuteronomy 33:12).

Rabbi Yehuda said to Rabbi Meir: That is not how the incident took
place. Rather, this tribe said: | am not going into the sea First, and
that tribe said: 1 am not going into the sea First. Then, in jumped the
prince of Judah, Nahshon ben Amminadab, and descended into the
sea First, accompanied by his entire tribe, as it is stated: “Ephraim
surrounds Me with lies and the house of Israel with deceit, and Judah
is yet wayward toward God [rad im El]” (Hosea 12:1), which is
interpreted homiletically as: And Judah descended [rad] with God [im
E(. And in this regard, the tradition, i.e., the Writings, explicates
Nahshon's prayer at that moment: “Save me, God; for the waters are
come in even unto the soul. | am sunk in deep mire, where there is

19~ 299 MY N0 Y3 TINsn
27 7D, RINT 1NN OND NI
oy bmwv ITRYYD : IDIN PRD
DY N} DXNKIN DOVIY PN O

, D99 NPNM TP AN IR A ,M
t:wb N9NR T OIN : ININ NN
D’b T92) PN SV 02Y NOP
PYY PRNI DY INIY ,NDNN
97 NN "OTV PR bN 0T
DY NI MY mw R}
NTIM MY NIV, DNIN
112232 N2} 72097 /0NN
2 PPN NP PITSN
'n]g\? 1’93_'_1:;) 1227 .\QNJ\’)

0 72 ND - NTIN? 2270 DN
NN PN ININ DY NN, NVYN
PN I Y, 09 7b’rm T
NN NP, D’b ﬂb’rm TV NN
ﬂb’rm D’b TYYATYPNY )2
DON YN )10 - IINIY
17 1Y NI YN 102 NN
7537:1 Y910 Yo 5N DY

TY DD IND YD Dﬁbu MWV
PN ﬂwap N2 ONYIAY ... V)
N22Y 009N DR, 113) THYD
2113) NN )¥920 YN) DN



yepstein@jewishedproject.org

Wexner Heritage Alumni Learning

THE WEXNER FOUNDATION

Rabba Yaffa Epstein - yepstein@jewishedproject.org

7"02

no standing...let not the water flood overwhelm me, neither let the
deep swallow me up” (Psalms 69:2-3, 16).

At that time, Moses was prolonging his prayer. The Holy Blessed
One, said to him: My beloved ones are drowning in the sea and you
prolong your prayer to me?

Moses said before God: Master of the Universe, but what can | do?
God said to him: “Speak to the children of Israel that they go
Forward. And you, lift up your rod and stretch out your hand”
(Exodus 14:15-16). For this reason, because Nahshon and the tribe of
Judah went into the sea Ffirst, the tribe of Judah merited to govern
Israel, as it is stated: “Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel God’s
dominion. The sea saw it and fled” (Psalms 114:2-3).

The baraitainterprets the verses in this manner: What is the reason
that Judah became His sanctuary and Israel came under His
dominion? It is because “the sea saw it and Fled.”
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8) Exodus 6:23

(23) Aaron took to wife Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab and
sister of Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar
and Ithamar.

)79:7y THNVY
2ATYPRYN YAYON TN YIDN NP (1D)

TN 2TYNN D T2 NYRD 17 119N NNk

IQIPNTINY VIYPRIN NN

9) Numbers 7:12
(12) The one who presented his offering on the first day was
Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah.
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10) Numbers 10:14
(14) the First standard to set out, troop by troop, was the division of
Judah. In command of its troops was Nahshon son of Amminadab;
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11) Ruth 4:18-22
(18) This is the line of Perez: Perez begot Hezron,
(19) Hezron begot Ram, Ram begot Ammi-nadab,
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(20) Amminadab begot Nahshon, Nahshon begot Salmon, TN 12 WANN T9IN {I00) (N0) :RdY

(21) Salmon begot Boaz, Boaz begot Obed, (22) Obed begot | -nx 15in
Jesse, and Jesse begot David.
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12) Midrash Pirkei DeRebbe Eliezer 42:5 (C. 9" C Babylonia)

Rabbi Eliezer said: On the day when God said, "Let the waters be
gathered together" (Gen. 1:9), on that very day were the waters
congealed, and they were made into twelve valleys, corresponding to the
twelve tribes, and they were made into walls of water between each
path, and (the people) could see one another, and they saw the Holy
Blessed One, walking before them, but the heels of God’s feet they did
not see, as it is said, "Your way was in the sea, and thy paths in the great
waters, and thy footsteps were not known" (Ps. 77:20).
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13) Sefat Emet, Leviticus, Passover 31:6
(Rabbi Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter, 19" C Poland)

Who split the the Sea of Reeds into sections (Psalms 136:13) - There
is an interpretation that the Sea was split into twelve sections, one for
each tribe.

And why does this matter? This is simply to teach us, that each tribe was
worthy of having the sea split because of it! And not only this, but every
single person from the Jewish people was worthy of having the sea split
for him. That is why it is written: You who drove back the sea

with Your might (Psalms 74:13) — it means you cut the sea up into tiny
pieces. Every Jew had a portion in the splitting of the sea. And that is
why the Jewish people were blessed by the sand of the sea, that every

person has a part of the heavens, the earth, and the sea.
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